


by Robert Williams 
Chaplain, U. S. Army 


AVE you ever wished that you could know 

what was going to happen to you tomorrow, 
next week, next year, twenty years from now? 
Would you like to know what the year 1961 holds 
for you? This longing to know what the future 
holds, seems to be one of the traits of human na- 
ture. 


Every aspiring paratrooper, on the flight that 
precedes his first parachute jump, sits in his 
“bucket” seat, and wonders just what the next few 
minutes are going to be like. He wishes he could 
know. Every combat soldier, before the big battle, 
longs to know exactly what is going to happen to 
him in the course of the battle. Every patient, 
before surgery, wonders what effect the operation 
will have on him. Each maternity patient wishes 
she could know, before her baby is born, that 
everything is going to be all right. Every stu- 
dent, before the term exams, wonders how things 
will turn out. 
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A Faith 


Live by 


But life is constituted so as to make the future 
an unknown factor. This is one of God’s great prov- 
idential acts. The future is certain to contain for 
each person some pleasure and pain, some joy and 
sorrow, some success and failure, some hope and 
discouragement, some laughter and tears. What 
a dull seventy (?) years life would be if we knew 
ahead of time all the good things that were to 
come our way! And what a depressing life we 
should have if we were aware in advance of all 
the unpleasantness that were to befall us! 

This is where faith comes in. What is faith? 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” (Heb 11:1.) It is 
this very inability to see the future that makes 
faith possible. We can look at 1961 with the 
conviction that it will contain a great deal of 
happiness for us, and that God will give us the 
faith to face bravely the unhappiness it contains. 
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GOD’S YEARBOOK 


On January the first, 

God begins work 

On his new book. 

He publishes a chapter, 
Monthly, 

For twelve months, 
Every chapter being filled 


With numerous stories, and 
pictures, 


Colorful and varied. 

The volume is distributed, 
Widely, and is free 

To each receiver. 


by Maurice Hill 
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Youth Asks About Unity 


An interview by Rod French, associate sec- 
retary, Youth Department, World Council of 
Churches, and Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Rod French: Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, we hear that 
the youth of North America are being asked to 
support a North American Ecumenical Youth As- 
sembly to be held in August of 1961. We are also 
being asked to pray for the churches of the world 
as they come together in their third ecumenical 
assembly in Delhi, India, late the same year. The 
uncommon word in these big meetings is ‘“ecu- 
menical.”” What meaning lies behind this some- 
what ugly-sounding English word? Is it the mean- 
ing of this word which makes these assemblies 
different from other large religious gatherings? 

Visser ’t Hooft: The word ‘ecumenical’ comes 
from the Greek. It has covered a variety of mean- 
ings in the course of history. At first it meant 
simply “the whole inhabited earth.” In modern 
times it has been used to describe the relations 
between churches, and our desire for Christian 
unity. But the man who really gave the term the 
meaning which it holds today was Archbishop 
Soderblom of Upsala, Sweden. For him “ecumen- 
ical’? was the word needed to describe the work of 
reconciliation between the churches. 

It was during World War I that the word 
“ecumenical” came to mean a “Witness to the 
fundamental oneness of Christians despite inter- 
national strife and division.” The witness to this 


fundamental oneness through the power of the 
Holy Spirit has become a kind of revival, a move- 
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ment of renewal running through all the churches. 

Rod French: We have here, then, far more than 
a new word; we are confronted by a new fact in 
the life of the churches. How did it get going? 

Visser ’t Hooft: The ecumenical movement, as it 
has developed in our time, was born out of a sense 
of shame, of acute awareness of the difference 
between what the church of Christ is called to be 
and what it is in fact. The pioneers of the ecu- 
menical movement were men who had had a vision 
of the place of the church in God’s design—men 
who could not rest till something of that vision was 
manifested in actual life. 

Rod French: What are some of the memorable 
names amoi:g these “pioneers,” as you call them? 

Visser ’t Hooft: There are many giant figures 
in this story. We may start with John R. Mott, an 
American citizen, who saw the difference between 
the world-wide evangelistic task and the anarchy 
of the missionary effects. Mott crossed continents 
and oceans to teach Christians the “ABC’s” of 
cooperation. 

Earlier I mentioned Archbishop Soderblom of 
Sweden. He was deeply disturbed, during World 
War I, to discover that the churches were praying 
and preaching against one another instead of act- 
ing together to meet the needs of the world. He 
worked and struggled until he got the churches 
to face their common task in relation to social and 
international problems. 

Bishop Charles H. Brent, when serving as a mis- 
sionary bishop for the Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines, saw the scandal of division. He took 
the daring initiative to call the churches together 
to consider the steps they could take to restore 
unity in faith and order. 

Rod French: I note you are General Secretary 
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of the World Council of Churches. I gather that 
the World Council of Churches is, in a way, the 
fruit of the visions and labors of men like these. 
What is the place of the World Council in this 
ecumenical movement? 

Visser ’t Hooft: For one thing, the World 
Council is a signpost to the one Church, to a 
demonstration of the oneness of the church to the 
people of God in this world. 

The World Council is not the Una Sancta, that 
means it is not the “World Church.” It is not a 
church, or the Church. The World Council is a 
fellowship of churches, an instrument at the dis- 
posal of the churches to be used as a demonstration 
of the basic unity of the church. 

There are many people in the church who want 
the essential unity of the church to be demon- 
strated. They want the togetherness of the peo- 
ple of God to be demonstrated as a witness to 
those outside the church, to those who have not 
accepted the gospel of Christ. As long as the 
non-Christian is unaware of the unity of the church 
we are weakening the Christian witness in the 
world. 

Rod French: I see the urgency in what you 
say, but I suspect your life is dedicated to some- 
thing more than a signpost! 

Visser ’t Hooft: A signpost is not enough. The 
World Council exists to say, “Go that way.” The 
nice fellowship we have in the World Council and 
at ecumenical conferences is not enough. 

As long as we remain divided at so many points, 
as long as our witness to the world is spoken with 
contradictory voices, as long as our churches seem 
to fight one another, as long as there is no vast 
sharing of the spiritual life between the churches, 
we must humbly say that the unity we experience 
is only a signpost which says, “Go in that direc- 
tion, don’t stand still.” 

Our hope is that the World Council will remain 
on the march. This is not easy because we are 
beginning to reach a much more difficult period in 
the ecumenical movement. First there is an easy 
period when people make the great discovery of 
how wonderful it is to get together with people 
from all parts of the world. But now we have 
come to the period in the ecumenical movement 
when we ought to begin to do business about 
unity, when we ought to talk frankly with one 
another and arrive at certain conclusions. 

It will be possible to keep moving only if our 
hearts hold the great conviction that the ecumen- 
ical movement is not an invention of some people 
in a particular generation, but that behind it there 
is the will of God for his people in the world. 

Rod French: In your vision, what place do you 
see for young people and for ecumenical youth 
work? 

Visser ’t Hooft: First of all we need a rebirth 
of that sense of shame which characterized the 
attitude of the pioneers in the ecumenical move- 
ment. Not the passive shame which does no more 
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than wail over the sins of Christendom, but an 
active shame which produces holy impatience and 
makes men’s hearts restless until they have made 
their own specific contribution to the ecumenical 
renewal of the church. 

Is it not the task of church youth work to 
awaken such a sense of shame among the youth 
of the churches? That is essentially a positive 
task. 

The only way to awaken it is to help young 
people to discover what the Church of Christ is 
meant to be: that it is by its very nature the 
united family of God which demonstrates the power 
of Jesus Christ to reconcile the nations and the 
races, which lives in the world as the servant of 
all, which carries the news of the approaching 
kingdom to the ends of the earth. 

Only when the great vision of the Una Sancta 
(the world church) touches the life of the con- 
gregations and the parishes, and especially their 
youth, will the ecumenical situation become truly 
dynamic. As long as the majority of the faithful 
ask nothing more than their particular local church 
satisfy their personal needs, there is little or no 
hope for advance. 

Rod French: Are you saying, then, that our 
business in youth work is to produce a great host 
of ecclesiastically angry young men and women? 

Visser ’t Hooft: No, for anger is unproductive. 
To see a great vision and to feel deeply the dis- 
crepancy between that vision and the actual situa- 
tion is not to become angry. It is to accept, hum- 
bly, the responsibilty to work for the manifesta- 
tion of the church as it is meant to be in the life 
of the churches as they are. 

Any anger which we may be inclined to feel 
disappears once we realize the immense privilege 
of being called to such a task. It is in the context 
of this kind of thinking that I see the possibilities 
in the ecumenical assemblies to which you referred 
at the outset. 


GOD MUST WONDER 


God must wonder, wonder why 

A million men need starve and die 
While He provides both sun and rain 
To grow abundant fruit and grain. 


God must wonder why men will 
To wreak destruction, maim and kill, 
While He the Father gave His Son 
To show them mercy, live as one. 


God must wonder when we doubt, 
Afraid, reluctant to launch out, 


While urgent calls come crystal clear 
And He, our Champion, watches near. 


by Carl R. Brown 
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In Whose Hands? 


O WE expect that the new year will be 
in our hands or in God’s? That question 
should be settled on the first day of the year 
if it is still an open one in anybody’s mind. 
Unless Christians believe that God is still in 
control they had better restudy the basis of 
their faith. After rediscovering that this is 
God’s universe, their own activity might begin 
to take on meaning and purpose. 

Such an orientation will produce some 
healthy signs in our life and work. First 
of all, we would get to work. Work means 
change. When you move a shovel of dirt 
or lay another brick or speak a new sentence, 
change takes place. All man’s activity 
creates changes, for better or for worse. 

There was a servant in the parable who 
buried his talent in the ground so that it 
would be available when his lord returned. 
Our Lord ended this parable with the words 
of the master regarding such a servant: “Cast 
the worthless servant into outer darkness.” 
(Matthew 25:30.) 

Here is the mandate for Christian action. 
It is highly needed, in our judgment. Dis- 
ciples of Christ, Christian Churches, Churches 
of Christ, the whole kit and caboodle of 
modern-day descendants of the nineteenth cen- 
tury restoration movement have all wasted too 
much time burying the gospel in the ground. 

Just how is the interment taking place? 
It is being done by groups, segments, denom- 
inations (according to the other fellow’s 
definition) which decide that the truth is so 
precious it must be protected. The way to 
protect it is to bury it, not subjecting it to 
contact with other well-meaning but presum- 
ably ill-informed Chrstians. Then it can be 
delivered up to the Lord, spotless and un- 
defiled in the last day. 

One editor was right when he wrote: 


“The body of Christ suffers today as it has 
in all ages from those strong-willed men 
who insist that they have the truth and 
that the majority of the brotherhood has 
surrendered it. .. . To assume that we have 
arrived at a perfect knowledge of truth at 
any time would be to stop all growth and 
progress. . . . The arrogant assumption 
that one has all the truth, is like the love 
of money, the root of every kind of evil.” 


Two months after the above statement, an 
article was written in another paper, often a 


~ 


sharp critic of the first, in which this state- 
ment appeared: 


“The prejudices are too pronounced and the 
tensions too severe for the people on either 
side to listen, and the views in every con- 
gregation are so diverse that the elders 
could not conform to the divergent opin- 
ions of the membership. It seems incon- 
ceivable that such a state could exist in 
Churches of Christ.” 


Our churches have long stressed the local 
rule of the elders, a practice with which we 
find no fault, providing it remains as it was 
in New Testament times without added dicta- 
torial and exclusivist embellishments. But, 
as the above article laments, how can the 
elders rule if there is no majority in the 
congregation interpreting the Bible in one 
way, but only a fighting, quarreling bunch of 
people, rather equally divided—and led by 
separate elders? 

There are easy ways out of the dilemma. 
One editor wrote last year: ‘We much prefer 
to let the Bible speak for itself, conforming 
the editor and reader to the Word, rather 
than the reverse.” He went on to say that 
“denominationalism has lived too long al- 
ready.” We have called this an easy way out, 
because it will attract people. Some readers 
will actually listen to the editor’s views, 
year after year, and believe that the Bible 
is speaking for itself. 

All of the above quotations have come 
from conscientious members of our own 
movement. It seems as if the only thing 
they have been able to do is to close doors 
and bury talents. We would not exclude 
ourselves, if we are also guilty. 

A Swedish Lutheran said something in the 
preface to his book, Eucharist and Sacrifice 
that would help us. Gustaf Aulen wrote 
there that his discussion of this touchy sub- 
ject was “not to close doors but to open 
them.”’ If we would discuss all our human 
interpretations of divine truth with a view 
to opening doors, we would be conforming to 
God’s purposes for his people. 

This year, like all that have gone before, 
is in God’s hands. We are in his hands. Let 
us not fear change in a changing universe. 
Let there be no burying of truth with a 
select few sitting as guardians over it. Let 
human views of truth be spoken openly, in 
love. Then, perchance God’s children will 
meet up with each other. 
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In the Oneness of God and Man 


We Will Know That Our Decision 


Is His Mission—One and the Same 


WHOM SHALL I SEND? 


by Henry G. Harmon 


President 
Drake University 


HERE is a softness around 
tae core of Western culture, 
according to qualified diagnosti- 
cians. It affects not only the 
West, but the world. To some, 
the softness is the result of in- 
temperate living by a “past-the- 
prime” culture. To others it is 
an early symptom of decay. Doc- 
tor Albert Schweitzer has pro- 
nounced it the collapse of civil- 
ization. Whether it be softness, 
decay, or collapse, the world we 
live in needs attention and res- 
toration to full vigor. 

We are concerned for the ills 
of our world. We believe that 
we know a way of life; that we 
are acquainted with a_ great 
Physician who can give it new 
health and vigor to more richly 
bless its people. We are con- 
vinced that the Word of God, 
made clear to us by his Son, the 
Christ, is as potent in the twen- 
tieth century as it was in the 
first. 

In this convention we have con- 
sidered goals, means, and meth- 
ods. We have made decisions; 
but a decision is a product of the 
mind. It has, of itself, no power, 
no voice, no means of locomo- 
tion. It is inert. 

A decision throbs with life 
and is reincarnated to a program 


This is an address delivered by 
Dr. Harmon on the final evening 
of the 1960 Assembly of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches, October 26, 1960. 
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of action only when it is em- 
bodied in a man. The flesh and 
blood are ours. We alone can 
give a decision conquering power. 
The fearful question is, “Have 
we people equal to our plans?” 

This question confronted the 
prophet Isaiah in a vision when 
he heard the Lord say, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” (Isaiah 6:8) The same 
query now comes to us. I mean 
to mention some of the essential 
capacities and characteristics of 
those we will send to do his work 
in the Decade of Decision. 

We must recruit many persons 
of exceptional ability; men with 
splendid minds, supplemented by 
unusual and_ special talents, 
matured, and thoroughly dis- 
ciplined; that one person in fifty 
or one hundred thousand. 

There is a place for each per- 
son in the building of the King- 
dom. Also, there are some tasks 
that require special and unusual 
talents and preparation. We 
must have some of the most 
able men of our generation. 

The recruitment of such per- 
sons in adequate numbers will be 
difficult and, conceivably, not pos- 
sible. There are not enough such 
men now in graduate schools or 
seminaries. 

We find a tragically short sup- 
ply of our own men for college 
teaching and administration. The 
number of pastorless churches is 
a rebuke to us. The exacting 
and urgent demands of the for- 









eign fields are only partially 
satisfied. Every agency needs, 
or soon will need, men of superior 
ability to staff programs that 
must grow with the population. 
Competition for the attention and 
employment of the best students 
increases geometrically as enroll- 
ment increases arithmetically. 

The federal government and 
industry distribute billions of dol- 
lars annually to college students 
for the study of teaching, coun- 
seling, foreign language, science, 
agriculture, home economics, mil- 
itary training, and many other 
disciplines. On graduation the 
top students are lavishly courted 
by industry, government, and re- 
search foundations. In their re- 
cruiting the ethical and cultural 
satisfactions are made to appear 
as real as the financial. 

The cause of Jesus Christ can- 
not yield to others the top talent 
and win. This talent must be re- 
cruited to Christian service as 
effectively as it is drawn else- 
where. The Decade of Decision 
demands a reasonable portion of 
our genius. 

The Christians of this Decade 
must be persons who believe 
deeply that what a man thinks 
and does makes a real difference. 
One of the most alarming char- 
acteristics of our time is a tidal 
wave of neutralism. There are 
herds of people who are neither 
for nor against; people who are 
convinced that what they do, 
think, and believe is of no im- 
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portance; and thus what others 
do also is insignificant. Dwarfed 
are they by an insidious cerebral 
paralysis. 

To a completely alive person 
there is no neutrality. Most prob- 
lems or issues have a moral 
implication. The current ten- 
dency to merely exist, in a the- 
oretical void equal distance be- 
tween plus and minus, is delib- 
erate intellectual and _ spiritual 
suicide. Moral neutrality is the 
worst. Recall how sharply the 
Master put it: “Either make the 
tree good, and its fruit good; or 
make the tree bad, and its fruit 
bad; for the tree is known by its 
fruit.”” (Matthew 12:33.) 

In the national political cam- 
paign a major problem is created 
by the large segment of the 
electorate that is _ indifferent. 
They say there is no important 
difference between candidates, 
policies, and parties. This is not 
true. The security, liberty and 
welfare of each of us will be 
modified by this and every free 
election. On such issues, a Chris- 
tian cannot be indifferent. 

A Christian nation cannot be 
neutral on matters of freedom, 
human value, and social rights; 
yet a large block in the United 
Nations is identified only by the 
rubric “neutral.” Jesus removed 
the possibility of neutralism in 
his fold when he said simply but 
decisively, “He who is not with 
me is against me.. .” (Matthew 
12:30) 

The Decade demands Chris- 
tians who can and will make 
decisions, and who believe that 
their part in his project is im- 
portant. 

Yet more is required of us. 
This decade best will be served 
by men of great faith. If the 
Decade of Decision is to be 
worthy of his help it must be 
greater and harder than we can 
see, for we must move with faith 
that is beyond our senses. 

A major portion of what is 
known of the life of Jesus relates 
to the miracles, which were dem- 
onstrations of the power of faith. 
The miracles of healing were ac- 
complished, he said, by the faith 
of the supplicant. The most fab- 
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ulous, inconceivable powers are 
promised to those who have faith. 
When the disciples did fail and 
asked Jesus why they had not 
been able to cure the epileptic, 
he said, ‘Because of your little 
faith.” (Matthew 17:20.) 

We also could fail for the same 
reason. His promise to us is, 
“Have faith in God... (and) 
all things, whatsoever you ask 
in prayer, believing that you re- 
ceive it, and you will.” (Mark 
11:22-24.) And I add, even the 
goals of the Decade of Decision. 

To faith must be added dedica- 
tion: complete, utter, and ab- 
solute. Many of us do not fully 
comprehend the extent of the 
commitment he demands. Only 
a few meet his requirements; but 
these rare persons demonstrate 
the wisdom of his mandate. 

The completeness of the dedica- 
tion he requires seems almost 
cruel. How many pass this test? 
“He who loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of 
me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than me is not 





worthy of me; and he who does 
not take his cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 
10:37-38) Those criteria of fel- 
lowship cut woefully deep and 
separate too many from Him. 

And again, “. . . whoever of 
you does not renounce all that 
he has cannot be my disciple.” 
(Luke 14:33) For most of us, 
“all that he has,” is too demand- 
ing. 

But, those who names have 
lived with his met this test. To 
many of us here, it seems impos- 
sible that one could stop in the 
aisle, tap us on the shoulder 
and say, “Come with me,” and 
we would go, but He did it. 
Leave your nets; leave your busi- 
ness; and follow me, he said, and 
those who followed are revered of 
all men. They may not have 
left as instantly as the brief Gos- 
pels seem to suggest; but we 
know that Peter and Andrew be- 
came more than _ professional 
fishermen and Matthew did not 
remain a revenue collector, and 


(Continued on page 23.) 


A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 


O God of all ages and of our time, give us a clear-sighted view of 


thy will for the days ahead. 


Give us strength to carry out our old resolves, and inject us with 
courage to face the requirements of another year. 


Be to us as a cloud by day and a fire by night that we may see what 
thou dost want in the midst of what exists. 


Make hope a Promised Land, O God. Strengthen us with the faith that 


thou hast still a dream for us. 


Give us power to forgive ourselves because we have found thy for- 


giving love. 


Give us the grace to give to others what we demand. 


Startle us with a new vision of how thou canst use us. 


Be our guest and remove the anxieties of life. 


Become the Great Physician as we give to thy care our physical 


illness and spiritual weakness. 


Increase the evidence in the days of this year that thou art yet God 


and that we may rely on thee. 


Art by Harmon 


by Ashley Booth 
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The Church is always only one 


generation away from extinction. 


Equally true the Kingdom of God is 


only one generation away from completion. 


SATURATED WITH LOVE 


MID the panic and uncer- 

tainty of our present age, 
young people who have no prej- 
udices, hatreds, or undue reser- 
vations toward their fellowmen 
can stand as a challenging wit- 
ness to the stabilizing and revolu- 
tionizing power of love. 

Many speculations are made 
about the measures which might 
save the world from destruction. 
However, everyone seems to agree 
that the youth of the world will be 
responsible for the execution of 
whatever measures are employed. 
Weary of the failures of past 
plans, the world’s peoples look 
at their youth in desperate hope, 
for if there is an answer to panic 
and fear, it will have to come 
from them. 


Thus, as they prepare their 
strategy for self-preservation and 
world salvation, it would indeed 
be well for young people to recog- 
nize the futility of military force 
and malicious schemes in our 
world today. It would be well 
for them to remember that this 
world cannot be spared the 
agonies of conflict if its youth 
employ the tactics which are 
suggested by certain politicians, 
so-called adults, and misguided 
leaders of our age. These tactics 
have been tried before, and they 





This article was written by 
Miss Allen last spring when she 
was a senior in high school. 
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have failed to alleviate the prob- 
lems which plague mankind. 


Only love—a love such as the 
love of God—can possibly save 
this world now. 


Application of such love might 
be easier if it could be defined 
or described. Certainly, verbal 
description of God’s love is in- 
deed tempting. However, it is 
equally impossible. Innumerable 
people have attempted a descrip- 
tion of God’s love. Poets have 
written volumes on the subject; 
musicians have composed count- 
less tributes; and artists have 
endeavored to capture something 
of God’s love on canvas. 


Yet, in the end, though the 
poets, musicians, and artists cer- 
tainly created things of enduring 
inspiration and immortal beauty, 
it must be admitted that they 
failed to give a true and complete 
representation of God’s love. For 
the love of God is too great for 
words and too elusive to be cap- 
tured on canvas or in music. 

Only through one medium can 
the world view the awe-inspiring 
spectacle of God’s love, and that 
is through a life which is thor- 
oughly saturated with that love. 

The life of Christ was such a 
one. On this everyone will agree. 
Various religious denominations 
and individuals will dispute and 
ridicule the interpretations which 
others give to words spoken by 


Christ, but the life lived by Him 
was indisputably one of infinite 
love and boundless compassion. 
His love was one which went be- 
yond the limited confines of prac- 
ticality and reason. 

Today one hears so much about 
being reasonable, and this is not 
entirely bad. But too often we al- 
low our high ideals and dreams 
to be smothered and stamped 
out before they have a chance to 
become evident in visible form. 

This was not so in the life of 
Christ. He placed love above 
reason, for he believed, very em- 
phatically, in its power and force. 
So great an influence did this 
thing called love have on him 
that, indeed, he was love person- 
ified. One has only to look at 
his daily life to see evidences of 
the love which he had for hu- 
manity. 

Look at him as he spoke to 
the multitudes on the sloping 
mountain sides and by the side 
of the sea, and you will see com- 
passion written across his face 
and love resounding in his voice. 
In your imagination let yourself 
walk beside him as he goes among 
the social outcasts, and you will 
see a tenderness in his attitude 
toward them which was consid- 
ered ungodly in that day and is 
unheard of in this one. 

Stand beside him as he is ex- 
amined by Pilate, and you will 
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marvel at the calmness with 
which he accepted his condemna- 
tion, a calmness effected only by 
love which he had for the con- 
fused, excitable crowds of Jeru- 
salem that clamored for his 
death. And then, stand at the 
foot of the cross, and you will 
experience new depths of humil- 
ity and consecration as you see 
life ebbing from his body be- 
cause of his love for you. 

The form of the _ suffering 
Christ drew the eyes of the world 
upward, and as those eyes rested 
upon a lonely figure nailed to a 
blood-drenched cross, they beheld 
the love of God in its essence. 
For as they looked upon the 
agonizing form of Jesus, they 
saw One who was completely, un- 
reservedly motivated by and 
saturated with love. 


How shallow our perception is 
in this day of so-called miracles 
and _ scientific wonders. It is 
heartbreaking that our advance- 
ment in secular knowledge has 
not been accompanied by new 
knowledge in spiritual matters. 
We pride ourselves on being 
mathematical and scientific whiz- 
zes, but how lacking in real in- 
sight we are. 

We can probe into the bound- 
less spheres of the universe, but 
how deeply can we plunge into 
the basis of the Christian life 
without becoming confused and 
bewildered? We can apply math- 
ematical and chemical formulas 
to technical problems, and the 
solution to those problems is re- 
vealed to us. But when we try 
to apply the formula of love to 
the problems plaguing mankind, 
the result is too often chaos. 

How frustrating it is that we 
should allow ourselves to fail in 
this endeavor: of incomparable 
importance simply because of our 
unwillingness to cast ourselves 
into the Christian life—a life of 
love and sacrifice—with complete 
abandonment and complete faith. 
Regardless of the petty excuses 
we offer as an explanation of our 
defeat, we must admit that hesi- 
tation and reservation are actu- 
ally the hurdles which we cannot 
clear. 
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This test of complete consecra- 
tion is the one which many peo- 
ple in the past have failed, and 
countless people in our present 
age are also finding it extremely 
difficult. As a result of reserva- 
tion, the Church is suffering and 
the building of God’s Kingdom is 
being hampered. 

As all realistic members of 
Christ’s body must admit, too 
many church members today 
lack the complete dedication 
needed for a powerful witness to 
distressed, searching humanity. 
How desperately the Church 
needs individuals who will let 
the love and presence of God 
penetrate every corner of their 
lives. When such love and con- 
secration is the rule among Chris- 
tians instead of the rare excep- 
tion, there will be peace without 
tension on this earth, for this 
tide of love will draw all hu- 
manity in its wake and will dis- 
solve the problems which before 
were insoluable. 

It has been said that the 
Church is always only one gen- 
eration away from extinction. It 
is equally true, however, that the 
Kingdom of God is always only 
one generation away from com- 
pletion. Dedicated and _ loyal 
young people can add the finish- 
ing touches if only they have the 
will to do so. 

This feat cannot be accom- 
plished, however, by people who 
retain reservations and doubts. 
The glorious dream of God’s rule 
in the hearts of men will become 
a reality only when those involved 
in its establishment take the love 
and spirit of Christ into every 
area of their lives. 

Though at times it might seem 
idiotic to do so, Christian con- 
victions must be placed first and 
practicality last. An all-encom- 
passing love for all humanity 
must displace the ill-founded 
prejudices and petty dislikes that 
people are prone to harbor to- 
ward those of another race, na- 
tionality, or social class. Eter- 
nity must take precedence over 
present life. 


This type of consecration is 


the challenge for American youth 
and for Christian young people 
throughout the world. This is 
the crucial point of concern to- 










If young Christians would but 
consecrate themselves to Christ | 
without reservation, if they would 
sacrifice selfish desires and self- 
centeredness, if they would com- 
pletely saturate their lives with 
love for God, devotion to Christ, 
and charity for their fellowmen, 
this world would be revolution- 
ized and the Kingdom of God 
would be ushered in. 


poet’: 


COPYRIGHT, 1961 


A whole new year 


untouched by yesterdays 
await the heart of man 
to make of it a story 
of glorious achievement 
and progress 
or— 
a black page 
in the history 
of the human race; 


Three hundred and sixty-five 


clean white pages 
waiting to be filled 
by you; 


Twelve chapters in which 


to develop your plot. 


Yes, the heart 


must guide the pen, 
else— 

it will lack 
the warmth of LOVE, 
the vision of HOPE, 
the strength of FAITH, 
and the stubbornness 
to stick to the task 

long after— 
the mind would give up 
in desperation. 


The ending 
will depend 
on how you write each page . 
for— 
You are the author. 
Please, God— 


make “The New Year” 
a “best seller!” 


—Edith Howerton Barnes 


THE CHRISTIAN 





v 


A html 





NEWS 





The Church at Large 





Churchmen Express Views 
Concerning Historic Visit 


Archbishop of Canterbury 
Calls on Pope John XXIII 


LONDON—Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, voiced 
confidence here that his recent au- 
dience with Pope John XXIII will 
result in frequent discussions be- 
tween the Church of England and 
the Roman Catholic church in the 
years ahead. 

“We certainly shall have our con- 
tacts with the secretariat,” he said. 
“This is the first time that there 
has been a recognized channel of 
information between the Church of 
Rome and the Church of England. 
And I am certain there will be talks 
between the churches of this coun- 
try.” 

Replying to another question, he 
said he had made no reference to 
the World Council of Churches dur- 
ing his talk with the Pope. 


Additional Encouragement 
From Archbishop Ramsey 


Further encouragement to those 
who hope for renewed Roman Cath- 
olic contacts was afforded by a tele- 
vised discussion between Arthur 
Michael Ramsey, Anglican Arch- 
bishop of York, and Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop John C. Heenan of 
Liverpool. 

Dr. Ramsey, in pleading for a 
repudiation of bigotry and religious 
persecution, said he thought they 
should take a public stand in favor 
of tolerance and understanding. He 
was supported by Archbishop 
Heenan, who said that one reason 
why Christians should become more 
tolerant of each other was that the 
majority of the people in Britain 
practiced no religion at all. 


Italian Protestants 
Greet Anglican Leader 


RomE—Prior to his meeting with 
Pope John XXIII, Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was greeted by Italian Protestant 
leaders who praised his “love for 
the ecumenical cause.” 

They told him they shared “your 
hope for a day when an opener, 
larger constructive relationship will 
be possible between the churches 
despite considerable differences ex- 
isting inside Christendom.” 

“As Protestants in Italy,” the dele- 
gates said, “we are but a_ small 
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minority. We know our weaknesses 
and limitations, but this does not 
detract from our conviction that 
our presence here is not without 
significance, our action without ef- 
fect.” 


Vatican City Notes the 
Great Abyss of Division 


VATICAN CiTy—The Vatican Ra- 
dio broadcast a talk it said was in- 
tended to “orientate our listeners 
on how great is the abyss that still 
divides the Anglican church from 
the Roman Catholic church.” 

“Now the head of the Anglican 
church,” it said in conclusion, “has 
paid a courtesy visit to His Holiness. 
Perhaps this visit will open the eyes 
of Anglicans, especially during the 
holding of the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil, and cause them to show more 
interest in Roman Catholic science. 
Perhaps they will accept the Roman 
Catholic truths and submit them- 
selves to the rule of the One Shep- 
herd.” 


Protest Use of 
Policeman's Picture 


NorTH LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—Mem- 
bers of the North Little Rock Min- 
isterial Alliance protested the use 
of a policeman’s picture on bill- 
boards here urging residents to 
“stop prohibition and vote for legal 
control of liquor” on November 8. 

“I don’t see why they can’t cover 
it up, they cover up everything 
else,” said Harry Hunt, Baptist min- 
ister. “They are trying to make 
the public feel that the police de- 
partment is against prohibition.” 

Edmund Pendleton, pastor of First 
Christian Church, North Little Rock, 
termed the billboard policeman “de- 
ception . . . typical of those who 
traffic in alcoholic beverages at the 
expense of human souls, and for 
their own profit.” He called the 
picture’s use “unfortunate, unfair 
and un-American.” 





—RNS Photo 


A COPY OF THE NEW Haitian Creole New Testament and Psalms, pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society, is examined by Fritz Fontus (right), 
Baptist minister from Haiti, and William A. Smalley, ABS translations sec- 
retary, at a meeting of the society’s Advisory Council in New York. The 
initial printing of 2,300 copies of this edition, with illustrations in color 
and black and white, sold out within a week. Another 24,000 copies have 
since come off the press. Already, the work has been hailed as giving 
prestige to the Creole tongue which, although widely spoken among the 
predominantly rural 3,500,000 Haitians, contains very little literature. The 
consequence is that the virtually all-Negro country has the highest illiteracy 
rate in the Western Hemisphere. 
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Dr. Barnhouse Died Nov. 5 


Tribute Paid Notable 
Churchman and Editor 


The death on Nov. 5 of Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, editor of the maga- 
zine Eternity, left a void in the 
ranks of sincere churchmen who 
crusade for their beliefs. Often a 
critic of the National Council of 
Churches’ policies, he became dis- 
turbed over the charges made 
against the Council in the now 
repudiated Air Force manual. 

A few weeks before his death, the 
Monthly News of the Council of 
Churches of the Pittsburgh (Pa.) 
area, paid tribute to him in an edi- 
torial headed, “Honest Journalism.” 


“As editor of Eternity, favored 
reading of the conservative clergy,” 
it said, “Dr. Barnhouse was not con- 
tent to accept either the charges or 
the statements by the NCC in its de- 
fense. He decided to conduct an 
independent investigation, let the 
chips fall where they may.” 


Dr. Barnhouse summed up his 
findings: “The whole controversy 
over the Air Force manual, Metro- 
politan Nikolai, the Cleveland Re- 
port, etc., compose all the ingredi- 
ents of what is a political-patriotic 
veneer lightly sprayed over a deep- 
seated theological question, initiated 
long ago. The real issue is not com- 
munism in the churches, for the 
NCC and its member denominations 
are clearly opposed to communism. 
The real issue is theological con- 
flict over the doctrine of the church.” 


The article in Hternity concludes: 
“It is one thing, however, to dis- 
agree on a theological issue but 
quite another to cloak that issue in 
the robes of patriotism and then, to 
the tune of the Star Spangled Ban- 
ner and Stand Up For Jesus, pro- 
ceed to indict one’s opponents for 
what amounts to treason.” 


Roman Catholics Modify 
Christian Unity Prayers 


GARRISON, N. Y.—Modifications in 
the wording of the intentions of the 
Chair of Unity Octave—the eight- 
day period of prayer from Jan. 18 
to 25 during which Roman Catholics 
pray for Christian unity—were an- 
nounced here by the Central Office 
of the Chair of Unity Apostolate. 

A statement made public here on 
behalf of the Franciscan Friars of 
the Atonement, which has promoted 
the observance for the past 50 years, 
said the aim of the Octave is still 
“to bring about a return of all sepa- 
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rated persons to the one and only 
Church which Christ founded on 
Peter.” 

The new intentions, with the 
original ones in parentheses, include 
the following: 


Jan. 18—The union of all Chris- 
tians in the one true Faith and in 
the Church. (Return of the “other 
sheep” to the fold of St. Peter, the 
One shepherd.) 


Jan. 22—That American Christians 
become one in union with the Chair 
of Peter. (That Christians in Amer- 
ica may become One in communion 
with the Chair of Peter.) 


Jan. 24—That the Jewish people 
come into their inheritance in Jesus 
Christ. (Conversion of the Jews.) 

These revisions, according to the 
statement here, involve “no change 
whatever in the line of theological 
principles” and were undertaken on 
directions from Father Angelus F. 
Delahunt, S. A., Superior General of 
the Franciscan Friars of the Atone- 
ment. 


Campus Programs United 


DALLAS, TEXAS—Three denomina- 
tional ministries and student fel- 
lowships at Southern Methodist 
University here have merged into 
the Presbyterian-Christian Fellow- 
lowship. 

The united campus program now 


in San Francisco. 





represents the Disciples of Christ, 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., and the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. (Southern). Campus 
pastor for the program is William 
W. Bloom. 


New Booklet on Social 
Security for Clergymen 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A _ booklet 
“Dear Mr. Clergyman” giving mem- 
bers of the clergy full information 
concerning the new election they 
may make on their 1960 personal 
income tax returns as to whether 
they want Social Security coverage 
has been issued by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration. 

Copies are available free at all 
Social Security and Internal Revenue 
Service offices. 

The pamphlet advises the clergy- 
man that his local Social Security 
or Internal Revenue office “will wel- 
come the opportunity to discuss 
your status with you if you are in- 
terested, or if you are not exactly 
sure where you stand.” 

Congress, as part of the amend- 
ments to the Social Security Act 
enacted at the close of its 1960 
session, extended until April 15, 
1962, the deadline for clergymen to 
file a waiver certificate and elect 
Social Security coverage. 





—RNS Photo 
“JESUS CHRIST, LIVING LORD OF ALL LIFE” was the theme of the trien- 
nial General Assembly of the National Council of Churches held recently 


The 70-foot painting of Christ, illustrating the theme, 
was the work of Antonio Sotomeyer. 


Pictured are some 3,000 representa- 


tives of 33 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox bodies in the United States, 
who were in attendance at the six-day meeting. 
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Hebrew Bible Is 
To Be Up-Dated 


JERUSALEM—A monumental project 
for a complete scientific edition of 
the Hebrew Bible is being under- 
taken by 14 top scholars of the 
Hebrew University here, Professor 
Benjamin Mazar, president of the 
university, announced. 

He said the first volume, expected 
to be ready in 1965, will be the 
Book of Isaiah, in connection with 
which extensive use will be made 
of the Isaiah texts found in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 


One of the most significant as- 
pects of the Isaiah text found among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls is that it pro- 
vides a complete Hebrew text of 
this important Book which is 1,000 
years older than the Masoretic text 
which the university scholars will 
use as their central text. 


Dr. Mazar said the new edition 
will include all variations contained 
in the Samaritan texts, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, ancient Greek, Aramaic, 
Syriac, Latin, Abyssinian and Arabic 
Biblical translations, as well as Bib- 
lical quotations in Talmudic, rabbinic 


and elsewhere. 


Bishop Declares— 


Roman Church. 
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this strength and influence with 
alarm. 

“In earlier days, it was the Amer- 
ican Protective Association and the 
Ku Klux Klan,” he said, “today it 
is the POAU, the Southern Baptists, 
Bishop Pike and Dr. Daniel Poling.” 


450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 








Filmstrips for Mission Study Theme 


‘Into All the World Together’ 


THE WORLD IN A WORD 


HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 


This film was prepared by the Commission on Mission- 
ary Education through the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission especially for the study of ‘Into All the World 
Together.’ It shows the cooperative work in missions, 
illustrating not only how churches from America coop- 
erate but also how younger churches in the East are 
sharing in the missionary enterprise. 30 min., rental, color 
$12.00, B & W $8.00. 16mm sound film. 


THE LONG STRIDE 


This film shows the conditions and needs which prevail 
among refugees in such areas as Hong Kong, Korea and 
the Middle East where Church World Service is at work 
to help in aid and resettlement of persons who have been 
driven from their homes by circumstances of war and 
political conditions. 30 min., B & W, rental $2.50. 16mm 
sound film. 


Through art work and an interesting script, this filmstrip 
defines the word “ecumenical” in terms of its meaning in 


the lives of people. Color, sale price $6.00. 35mm film- 
strip. 


GROWING AS WORLD FRIENDS 


Helping children to develop Christlike qualities of love 
for others and to share responsibilities in the worldwide 
work and mission of the church. Reading script, 49 fr. 
Color, Sale $5.00. 


THE BIBLE AROUND THE WORLD 


This filmstrip, similar to a previous filmstrip SUNDAY 
AROUND THE WORLD, describes ways in which the 
Bible is used in various countries. Art drawings are used. 
The filmstrip is designed for use with children. Color, 
sale price $6.00. 


order from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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OLDEN sunshine streamed 
into the office of Dr. Eugene 
Creston, Riverton’s _ best-loved 
medical doctor and_ surgeon. 
Julie Pike, his trusted nurse, sat 
at her desk, her face serious, her 
eyes troubled. 

As the doctor entered, she 
turned to him. “Dr. Creston, 
have you seen Rose McDowell 
lately ?”’ 

“Not since Shirley’s funeral.’ 

“She’s so thin and listless. I 
asked her how she was and she 
said forlornly, ‘Julie, I’ve lost in- 
terest in everything since Shir- 
ley’s gone. I don’t think I'll 
ever get over it.’” 

“Yes, Rose has never had sor- 
row, and she doesn’t know how 
to meet it.” 

“Dr. Creston, I can still see 
darling little Shirley in church 
that morning—beautiful blue 
eyes and golden curls, in that 
pink ruffly dress. She was like 
a little doll.” 


“Yes, I know,” the doctor 
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Giving and Getting 


Art by Bartig 


by Florence Derby 


sighed, “‘. .. and then on the way 
home she darted ahead of Danny 
and Rose into Johnson’s car. 
Julie, I wonder why that head 
injury didn’t show up then. I’ve 
been through terrible things, but 
Shirley’s death hit me hardest. 
I brought her into the world, you 
remember, and she was a child 
who wound herself around one’s 
heartstrings. I feel as if I failed 
Danny and Rose somehow.” 

“Dr. Creston, you’re not to 
blame. The injury just didn’t 
show up until it was too late... 
But Rose told me this morning 
that she goes to the cemetery 
every day, planting flowers 
around the baby’s grave and tend- 
ing them. She murmured, ‘I al- 
most live out there, Julie, and 
that’s all I want to do. Poor 
Danny, I guess I’m neglecting 
him, but I can’t seem to help it.’ ” 

“Julie, we must try to get her 
out of that frame of mind. It 
isn’t good... .” 

The phone rang and Dr. Cres- 


ton answered. “Hello, Joe... 
Yes ...Isee. I'll be there right 
away. Goodbye.” 

“Julie,” he reported, “Joe 
Parker says Jeanie’s not so well 
and wants me to come to the 
hospital right away. Call me 
there if you need me.” 

Dr. Creston entered the hos- 
pital, his heart further saddened. 
Jeanie was a young mother with 
polio. Joe was waiting for him. 

“Dr. Creston, I came to meet 
you because I’m scared and I don’t 
want Jeanie to know it. She 
told me that she can feel the 
paralysis creeping more and more 
over her body. I know she’s only f 
breathing because she’s in the | 
iron lung. Dr. Creston, can’t 
you do something to stop the 
paralysis? I can’t stand to lose 
my Jeanie!”’ His voice broke into 
a half-sob. 

The doctor laid his arm over 
Joe’s shoulder. “I wish I could 
tell you that a miracle had hap- 
pened and that scientists had 
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found a cure for polio after it 
starts. Joe, boy, I’m sorry it’s 
this way. But let’s go now and 
see Jeanie.” 

Joe squared his shoulders. The 
doctor knew he could face grief, 
for his faith in God was strong. 

Jeanie, lying in the iron lung, 
a nurse nearby, smiled warmly 
as they entered. “Oh, Dr. Cres- 
ton! I’m so glad you came now! 
I want to talk to you while I can 
... 1 can feel the parlysis spread- 
ing faster over my body, and I 
know I’m not going to make it.” 

The doctor made his voice mat- 
ter-of-fact. “What is it you want 
me to do, Jeanie?” 

“It’s Little Joe . . . I’m not 
afraid to die; I’m ready to meet 
my Lord . . . but it’s hard to 
leave my baby .. . and Big Joe. 
That’s why I wanted to talk to 
you, Dr. Creston. Do you know 
of a Christian family who could 
take care of Little Joe?” 

Dr. Creston’s heart leaped. 
Maybe this was an answer to his 
prayers. “Jeanie, I know some- 
one who really needs him. You 
know the McDowells? Well, Rose 
is slumping badly since Shirley’s 
death, and if she would consent 
to look after Baby Joe, it might 
solve your problem and hers, too. 
May I see what I can do?” 

A glad light flashed over 
Jeanie’s face. “Yes, Dr. Creston, 
please . . . That’s such a load off 
my mind .. . Joe, dear, come 
here—real close.” Joe bent to- 
ward her and Dr. Creston and 
the nurse left quietly and closed 
the door. 

Dr. Creston wasted no time 
dialing the McDowells. ‘Rose, 
may Julie and I come out? We 
have something to discuss with 
you.” 

“Yes, I’ll be glad to have you 
come,” she answered, her voice 
puzzled. 

She met them at the door, her 
blue eyes asking questions. The 
doctor plunged into the reason for 
their call. ‘Rose, we’re here on a 
mission. You know Jeanie Parker 
has polio. She won’t live long, 
and she has asked me to find 
someone to look after Little Joe.” 

Julie interrupted, ‘Oh, Rose, 
he’s so adorable, just learning to 
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walk, and to talk a little.” 

Rose’s lips were trembling, and 
she asked slowly, “But what has 
that to do with me?” 

As gently as if in delicate sur- 
gery, Dr. Creston asked, “Rose, 
will you do it?” 

“Oh, no, Doctor! I couldn’t 
possibly! How could you ask me? 
After Shirley . . . I never want to 
look after another child, ever!” 
Rose spoke fiercely, but the doc- 
tor could see the hunger in her 
eyes. 

“Rose, I’m doing this partly to 
eliminate that brooding loneliness 
which is undermining your health 
and may lose you your home, 
husband, happiness .. .” 

Rose’s eyes widened. ‘Why, 
what do you mean, Dr. Creston?” 

“Rose, I’m going to be blunt 
because you must we waked up. 
I saw Danny with a bunch of 
fellows the other night, talking 
pretty wildly. I took him to the 
office with me, and we had a long 
talk. He thinks you don’t love 
him any more. I tried to make 
him see that he wasn’t helping 
the situation any by running 
around with that gang .. . But 
Rose, you’re the only one who can 
really help.” 

Julie put her arm around the 
trembling girl. “Rose, come with 
us and see Baby Joe! He’s ata 
neighbor’s while his daddy works. 
Please, dear.” 

Rose appeared dazed from the 
doctor’s revelation. ‘Dr. Creston 
—not my Danny! Oh, no!” Then 
she set her lips. “Yes, Julie, I’ll 
go with you to see the baby.” 

Rosy, chubby Little Joe met 
them at the door, beaming. “Oh, 
you darling!” exclaimed Julie. 
“You remember me, don’t you? 
. . . Here, Rose, you take him.” 
Rose’s arms opened. “Oh, Julie, 
he’s so sweet! I didn’t think I 
could bear to hold another child. 
But this poor little fellow—al- 
most motherless! . . . Look at 
those brown eyes, and that deep 
dimple .. . And see, he’s patting 
my face! You do need a mother, 
and I need a baby! Dr. Creston, 
when can I take him home?” 

Dr. Creston beamed. ‘We'll 
have the lady get his things right 
now, and she can tell Big Joe 


where he is when he comes home 
from work.” 


Jeanie died a few days later, 
happy in the thought that Rose 
was lovingly caring for her baby. 

Several weeks passed. Then 
Danny McDowell walked into the 
doctor’s office. 

“How are you, Danny, my 
boy?” The doctor rose and 
grasped his hand. 

Danny grinned widely. “Real 
super, Doc, thanks to your pre- 
scription. Rose is a new woman, 
and that Little Joe is a wonder 
—sweeter and smarter every day! 
We're back in church again and 
have regained our faith in God.” 

“That’s wonderful, Danny. A 
doctor always likes to know his 
medicine’s working.” 

Danny spoke seriously. “Dr. 
Creston, do you think we could 
adopt Little Joe?” 

“Well, let’s see if Joe’s home 
from work yet, and find out.” 
He dialed. “Helio, Joe. Dr. 
Creston. May Danny McDowell 
and I come over for a few min- 
utes? ... 

The doctor looked straight into 
Joe Parker’s sad eyes. ‘Joe, 
Danny wants to ask a very im- 
portant question.” 

“Sure, Dan, go ahead.” 

“Well, you see, Joe, Rose can’t 
ever have another baby, and 
we’ve both fallen in love with 
Little Joe, and'.. . well .. . we'd 
like to adopt him if you’ll let us,” 
he finished hurriedly. 

“Dan, it’s hard for me to give 
him up, but maybe it’s been taken 
out of our hands. I’ve been called 
back into the Reserve Air Force 
and I’d wondered what on earth 
I could do about the baby. Yes, 
fella, I'll sign the papers, and I 
don’t know a finer couple I could 
find to rear him.” 

Danny’s face told more than 
his words. “Thanks, Joe. We'll 
try to do it just as Jeanie would 


want.” Then, to Dr. Creston, 
“God does work things out, 
doesn’t he? We thought we had 


given up everything when Shirley 
was taken, but look what we’re 
getting!” 
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Jesus Brings Joy 
= “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


Scripture: John 2:1-11 


S WE begin the second les- 

son in our study of the Gos- 
pel of John it is well for us to 
recall again John’s purpose in 
writing. He is portraying Jesus 
of Nazareth as the Christ, the 
Son of God. All the incidents 
which he relates and all his 
philosophical argument is directed 
to this end. The joy which is 
portrayed in today’s lesson is 
not unimportant but we must 
keep in mind the basic purpose 
of John in recording this event. 


It is quite interesting to note 
that Jesus kept up some of his 
social relationships, at least. The 
incident discussed in today’s les- 
son is a wedding feast. The 
mother of Jesus, the Disciples 
and Jesus himself were invited. 
Sometimes artists, both with the 
brush and the pen, want to por- 
tray Jesus as a holy teacher 
somewhat detached from life. He 
was indeed holy but this incident 
shows us that he also took a 
normal part in the life of his 
times, even after he began his 
ministry. 

The picture of the wedding 
feast is somewhat different than 
many similar celebrations in 
modern times. People seem to 
have been having a good time and 
the wine had run out, but there 
is no picture of any boisterous- 
ness. Sometimes people think 
that verse 10 says that the or- 
dinary host gave people bad wine 
after they were too drunk to 
know the difference, but that is 
not what the verse says. It only 
says “when men have drunk 
freely,” that poor wine is nor- 
mally served. 

Every time this incident comes 
up in our study or any similar 
one having to do with the drink- 
ing of wine, I get a number of 
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letters saying that Jesus drank 
grape juice. I have to confess 
that I am not enough of a scholar 
in Biblical Greek or in the every- 
day Greek of that time to trace 
down the meaning of these words. 


Three or four years ago a gen- 
tlemen began sending me mimeo- 
graphed sheets of studies on this 
matter. Each time he asked for 
10c so that he could continue the 
study. When I left my profes- 
sorship, we already had about 
75 pages of his materials to- 
gether, in the library. It still 
did not look to me as if he had 
proven the point that people 
celebrated weddings with grape 
juice in Biblical times, especially 
if they were followers of Jesus. 

It seems to me that we ought 
to be more concerned with the 
purpose of this story in our les- 
son but I have no doubt that 
many will want to discuss what 
kind of drink was served. If you 
do, you will surely notice that 
the prime reason for relating the 
incident does not seem to be a 


discovery of the answer to that 
question. Rather, this is one of 
the many “signs” which John re- 
lates, all of which are for the 
purpose of strengthening his 
original point that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. 

It is a little difficult to trans- 
late the form of address which 
Jesus used to his mother. (Verse 
4.) When we write, “O woman, 
what have you to do with me?” 
it sounds rather harsh and 
abrupt. Actually, it is the sim- 
ple form of address and infers 
no attitude at all. We might 
begin such a_ sentence with, 
“Madam,” or “Lady.” 


We notice the extreme confi- 
dence that Mary had in her son. 
First, she came to him immedi- 
ately when she noticed that the 
wine was gone and knew that the 
host would be embarrassed. Sec- 
ond, she told the servants, ‘Do 
whatever he tells you.” This is 
interesting. I do not know 
whether she had a premonition 
of his power or whether she had 
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seen evidences of it. There are 
writings from the New Testament 
times which are not a part of 
scripture that portray Jesus as 
having exercised many super- 
natural powers as a young man. 

The Jews kept water in stone 
jars for the religious rituals 
(Verse 6). This was thought to 
keep it from being contaminated. 
These jars, which held over a 
hundred gallons together, were 
used in the miracle at Cana. The 
modern mind may want an ex- 
planation of “how” it was done. 
John does not raise the issue. 

When we are dealing with the 
understanding Jesus had of actual 
law and his supreme spiritual 
power, it is impossible for us to 
arrive at a logical conclusion. If 
you’re going to put all your reli- 


gious faith into terms of logic 
it will be cold and incomplete. 

John placed great stress on 
the “signs” which Jesus did. This 
is related as the first of them. 
To realize the distinctiveness of 
Jesus Christ we have to remem- 
ber that there were plenty of 
wandering prophets who did signs 
and wonders in those days. This 
had been true ever since the time 
of Moses, at least. John was not 
interested in picturing Jesus as 
simply being the best of this 
kind of magician. John was 
showing that the Son of God has 
power, spiritual power’ with 
which he can command the lives 
of men and comprehend the 
forces of nature. 

Cana was a little village just 
a few miles north of Nazareth, 


Meaning for Today 


HE idea that a Christian 

must be a pious person who 
never smiles or enjoys life still 
exists in the minds of some peo- 
ple. Today’s scripture clearly in- 
dicates that Jesus enjoyed the 
company of friends at a wedding 
celebration. Christians should be 
the happiest of all people for they 
have the greatest reason to 
possess a joyous spirit. 

Our Christian faith does not 
set us apart from life so that we 
can not enjoy it but gives us an 
understanding of life so that we 
can enjoy and appreciate it more 
fully. Jesus saw in marriage the 
purposes of God being fulfilled 
and at the same time an oppor- 
tunity for friends to get together 
for a time of happy fellowship. 
There is no reason why we can 
not share and enjoy the same 
understanding of this great event 





Mr. Winkler is pastor of First 
Christian Church, Shelbyville, 
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in the lives of our friends today. 

The way of life which Jesus 
would have us follow involves 
more than fasting, tithing, pray- 
ing, and going to church on Sun- 
day. It is a way of life that 
relates itself to every experience 
and every need of the individual. 
God has made us so that we need 
the fellowship and understanding 
of others. To enjoy this fellow- 
ship in wholesome fun is not to 
thwart the will of God but to ful- 
fill it. By participation in sports 
and other forms of recreation we 
may even learn how to be better 
Christians for it is in these re- 
lationships that we have an op- 
portunity to practice the second 
commandment, “You shall love 


your neighbor as_ yourself.” 
(Matt. 22:39.) 
Because some _ people find 


pleasure in dissipation and sinful 
activity does not mean that all 
pleasure is wrong. Sin and dis- 
sipation do not lead to true 
pleasure and happiness but more 


the home town of Jesus. The 
people probably expected nothing 
from him. He himself was quite 
conscious of the ministry that 
was his. This is why he said to 
his mother, “My hour has not yet 
come.” (Verse 4.) Even so, he 
went ahead and did what his 
mother had asked. This shows 
a pure humanity on his part as 
well as other incidents show his 
absolute divinity. 

When Jesus transformed the 
lives of the apostles and many 
others whom he met on the way, 
he was performing far greater 
miracles than he performed at 
Cana. But, experiences like the 
one at the wedding feast helped 
to convince people who were 
looking for signs of this sort as 
a test of his power. 


often to suffering and tragedy. 
True pleasure is to be found in 
the practice of the Christian 
virtues. There can be no greater 
thrill or adventure than those 
joys which come to the Christian 
as he gives himself in dedicated 
service to Christ, his Saviour. 

Although Jesus enjoyed life 
and was a happy person, he did 
not conceive of happiness as be- 
ing the supreme objective of life. 
Many today feel that if they are 
happy nothing else really mat- 
ters. Jesus came into the world 
not to find happiness for himself 
but to do the will of the heavenly 
Father who sent him. While we 
today should enjoy life, we should 
remember that the supreme ob- 
jective of life is to love God and 
serve him. There are times when 
this may lead us to tragic mo- 
ments rather than happy occas- 
sions. We can see the perfect 
illustration of this in the cross 
of Christ. 

The writer of John’s Gospel 
saw in the miracle of Cana the 
power and glory of God revealed 
in Christ. In the midst of life’s 
common experiences God saw fit 
to reveal himself. Today also God 
makes known his presence and 
power in the common experiences 
of all of us. In the midst of our 
everyday living we come face to 
face with God. 
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ERE it is, Advance Copy a 
brand new page in The Chris- 
tian and an idea to match the page. 


In the publishing business advance 
copy is a preview of material to be 
made available to the general public 
at some future date. 


This page of The Christian will 
serve a similar purpose regarding 
church leadership. On _ alternate 
weeks this page will present advance 
copy of church leadership plans and 
personalities. Sometimes it will be 
a story of a progressive local church 
program. Or it may be a description 
of a state or national leadership 
event scheduled for the future. 


Advance Copy will include ac- 
counts of persons and groups who 
are contributing to the rapidly devel- 
oping program of church-wide lead- 
ership development. 


Churches have many problems to- 
day and some of them arise out of 
a shortage of leaders. Apparently, 
a good many church members prefer 
to watch others struggle with the 
responsibilities of the church organ- 
ization and program. 


There are hundreds of persons of 
talent in our churches who would 
assume more responsibility for 
church service if they felt capable 
of doing so or if they were assured 
that some _ preparatory training 
would be provided. In addition to 
a commendable humility which un- 
derlies the reluctance of some to 
accept church responsibility, there 
is the fact that modern times make 
new demands upon all leaders—in or 
outside the church. 


There are not many departments 
of life today into which research 
and invention have not introduced 
radically new factors of importance 
to church teachers, leaders or ad- 
ministrators. Everyone who wishes 
to keep “abreast of the times” must 
study constantly to achieve his goal. 
Industry and education know this 
and spend millions of dollars to help 
their workers keep their knowledge 
and skill up-to-date. Then there is 
the introduction of new methods and 
jobs required by changing situations 
or demands. The church owes it to 
those who are willing to serve to 
provide for them continuous op- 
portunities for their development. 


All across the brotherhood, due to 
many factors, there is emerging in 
our churches a new emphasis upon 
the development of church leaders. 
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This includes the development of 
leaders themselves as persons to 
realize the potentialities of their 
own talents and personality. It in- 
volves, also, their development or 
improvement in performance of the 
various jobs, offices, services, etc. of 
church organization, program. 

Increasingly, this comprehensive 
approach is being made to the 
problem of leadership. In response 
to strong pressure from the field 
and to implement its own evolving 
program for the Decade of Decision, 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety created a new section on 
church-wide leadership development 
in the department of Christian edu- 
cation. It shall be my privilege as 
executive director of the _ section, 
through the brotherhood agencies 
cooperating in an interagency lead- 
ership development committee, to 
develop a brotherhood church-wide 
program for the development of 
church leaders. 

Progress and details of that prom- 
ising undertaking will be reported 
in Advance Copy. Ideas from 
readers of The Christian would be 
appreciated, for both the new pro- 
gram and Advance Copy are planned 
to be practical and constructive. 

What is practical or constructive 
help for church leaders? Take as 
an example, a common opportunity 
or invitation to “lead in prayer.” 
Many thousands of times a day in 
committee meetings, at church din- 
ners or elsewhere someone is in- 
vited to “lead us in prayer.” 

It is assumed that this is one 
service nearly all Christians can ren- 
der. Occasionally an embarrassed 
person will confess, “I know I should 
be able to do it, but I cannot.” 
But is it easy to lead in prayer? 
What is meant by the appeal, “lead 
us in prayer’? 

If public prayer is merely a speech, 
then those who can speak to an 
audience are prepared. We know 
that prayer is much more than talk- 
ing to a group of listeners. One of 
the world’s greatest teachers of pub- 
lic reading refused to read aloud 
the Lord’s Prayer because he be- 
lieved it was too sacred. 

On the same ground he would have 
questioned the common use of the 
Lord’s Prayer in liturgy and song. 
Before one can lead in prayer, does 
he not need to know at least the 





difference between praying and talk- 
ing? 

A complete understanding of the 
nature of Christian prayer is beyond 
human capacity, but surely many of 
us can go further than we have done 
so far in exploring prayer experience 
for ourselves and in sharing our in- 
sights with Christian friends. 

How are people affected by the 
spoken word: Usually it is assumed 
that one Christian, by using the 
spoken word can help another to 
pray. This generation of radio and 
television listeners knows the per- 
suasive power of the human voice. 
Emotions, ideas, behavior are in- 
fluenced by what people say to us. 
Those whom we ask to lead in 
prayer we are asking to direct our 
lives toward God. Surely this re- 
quires as much skill as giving an 
effective commercial! 

There are many interesting ways 
now of improving one’s ability to 
speak before others and, although 
the voice is but an_ instrument, 
learning to speak effectively is im- 
portant to public prayer. 

Advance Copy has not intended 
to give a lesson in public prayer. 
Our purpose in this discussion was 
to illustrate in one common area of 
church leadership the kind of 
practical approach that is needed 
in church-wide leadership develop- 
ment. 


SPINSTER 


I have no tots to write about. 
My neighbors do. Each day 
Bold cowboys gallop in and out 
My yard, wild Indians play. 


They whack the snow-lace from my 
shrubs, 

Snowball my racing cat, 

Deep-dent my cherished gate post 
tubs, 

Rattle each picket slat. 


But Sunday, when they’re squeaky- 
neat, 


Smiling through braces grim, 
Scrunching sedately down the street, 
My heart melts. Cherubim! 


by Frances Crewes 
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Getting Those Congo 
Personalities Straight 
By Walter D. Cardwell 


(Former missionary to the Congo, 
presently on the staff of The United 
Christian Missionary Society.) 


The unusual sound of some of the 
names of present leaders in the 
Republic of the Congo is probably 
confusing to some people. Mobutu 
—Lumumba—Bomboko—do these 
names stand out as personalities as 
you hear them? For a few of us 
who have lived in the Congo these 
names do speak clearly of the char- 
acteristics of present leaders. Maybe 
it would help to write a thumbnail 
sketch of each one. 


COLONEL MOBUTU—Present mil- 
itary leader in Congo who stepped 
in as referee when the two factions 
developed in the central govern- 
ment. He was formerly a personal 
aide for Lumumba but broke with 
him when he saw Lumumba deliber- 
ately invite Russian representatives 
into Congo. 


PATRICE LUMUMBA—appointed 
by King Baudouin of Belgium as the 
first prime minister after Lumumba’s 
party won a majority vote. He be- 
trayed his own colleagues in the 
central government by opening the 
way for the Soviets to enter Congo. 
This frustrated the attempts of the 
new government to begin in a spirit 
of unity. Lumumba for years has 
built up a hatred for the Belgians. 
He is anti-church in his attitude. 


JOSEPH KASAVUBU—elected by 
the Congo parliament as President 
of the new Republic of the Congo. 
He has long been a devout Roman 
Catholic and is very fair in his at- 
titude toward all church groups. He 
personally apologized when Protes- 
tant missionaries were mistreated. 
His delegation has been officially ac- 
cepted at the U. N. Kasavubu had 
worked for years in a government 
post. 


MOISE TSHOMBE—Premier of the 
Katanga province which seceded 
when Lumumba invited the Russians 
into the Congo. M. Tshombe is a 
loyal Methodist layman and has 
long had the respect of all leaders 
in his province. He is a good friend 
of M. Kasavubu. 


BOMBOKO JUSTIN—Foreign Min- 
ister and chief of the Congo delega- 
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tion to the U. N. Educated in the 
Roman Catholic schools at Coquilhat- 
ville. Good friend of all of our mis- 
sionaries in the Coquilhatville-Bo- 
lenge area. Has often attended 
functions at our Congo Christian 
Institute. 


PAUL MBENGA—graduate of Congo 
Christian Institute at Bolenge, and 
the higher school at Kimpese. Now 
the director of Congo Christian In- 
stitute, where he has been a teacher 
for several years. He is also the 
first legal representative for our 
Congo church. This young man 
spoke at the Louisville Assembly of 
the International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). 


Course for Ministers 


NEw HAVEN, CONN.—A Minister’s 
Refresher Course will be held here 
Jan. 15-28 as part of a continuing 
education project of the New Haven 
Disciples House. These conferences 
are by invitation only and open to 
a limited number of Protestant par- 
ish ministers. 

Church leaders scheduled to make 
presentations include Richard Nie- 
buhr, Harry Baker Adams, Parker 
Rossman, Luther A. Weigle, Roland 
Bainton and others. 

The cost is $175 (room, board, 
material, insurance and _ registra- 
tion) at New Haven, plus travel. 
Some limited scholarship funds are 
available, but most participants are 
financed by their own congrega- 
tions. 

Ministers interested in the course 
should address their inquiries to 
Parker Rossman, Center for Continu- 
ing Education, 363 St. Ronan St., 
New Haven 11, Conn. 


Evangelistic Witness 


Nearly a hundred ministers 
engaged in general work in 
the brotherhood have been 
committed to give a week of 
their time between New Year’s 
and Easter to preaching and 
in the 


evangelistic witness 
Churches. 

Churches wishing this as- 
sistance which have not yet 


done so, are asked to write 
Donald M. Salmon, Department 
of Evangelism, 222 South 
Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 
7, Ind., at once. 





Nine Former Members Listed 
On Full-Time Service Roll 


Dedication Held for 
New Service Plaque 


HaRLAN, Ky.—The Christian 
Church here observed the Week of 
the Ministry with the dedication of 
a bronze plaque containing the 
names of nine persons, former mem- 
bers of the church, who have dedi- 
cated their lives to full-time Chris- 
tian service. 

The plaque, which was a gift of 
Mr. and Mrs. Silas Campbell, reads, 
“We Proudly Inscribe Here the 
Names of Members Who Have Dedi- 
cated Their Lives to Full Time 
Christian Service.” 

Names appearing on the plaque in- 
clude the following: R. Keith Bell, 
First Christian Church, Rockville, 
Md.; Wayne H. Bell, Vine Street 
Christian Church, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Winston C. Bell, First Christian 
Church, Niles, Ohio; E. Tipton Car- 
roll, First Christian Church, Hazard, 
Ky.; Charles W. Strong, First Chris- 
tian Church, Grangeville, Idaho; 
James G. Webb, Christian Church, 
Barboursville, W. Va.; Robert L. 
White, First Christian Church, 
Cadiz, Ky.; and Richard C. White, 
professor, The College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky. 

In addition Charlotte Fay Smith 
and Jeffrey D. White, members of 
the church here, are in college pre- 
paring for Christian service. 


C. Lynn White is minister of the 
church. 





lia 


WILLARD M. WICKIZER (left), who 
retired Dec. 1 as first and only ad- 
ministrative secretary the Home and 
State Missions Planning Council has 
had, is presented a plaque for his 22 
years of service by Loyal S. North- 
cott, chairman of the council, on be- 
half of the executive committee. 
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Brotherhood News 


29 Churches Listed 
In Chain of Prayer 
For Week of Jan. 1 


The following Christian Churches 
are participating this week in the 
Chain of Prayer, a round-the-clock 
prayer vigil sponsored by the De- 
partment of Evangelism, The United 
Christian Missionary Society: 


January 1— 

Bethany Church, Miami, Okla., C. 
E. Berry, minister. 

Raleigh Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
J. B. Simmons, minister. 

St. James Church, Belhaven, N. C., 
S. W. R. Keys, minister. 

St. Mary Church, Swan Quarter, 
N. C., B. T. Boomer, minister. 

Woodlawn Church,. San Antonio, 
Texas, W. W. Jones, minister. 

First Church, Carlsbad, N. M., S. 
V. Mattson, minister. 

First Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
Jack A. Oliver, minister. 

First Church, Vancouver, Wash., 
Carroll Fairbanks, minister. 

First Church, Griffin, Ga., Roy B. 
Johnston, minister. 

Uniontown Church, Jamesville, N. 
C., Earley Whitehurst, minister. 

First Church, Ames, Okla., Wil- 
liam J. Winslow, Jr., minister. 

First Church, Eugene, Ore., Carlton 
C. Buck, minister. 

First Church, Holtville, Calif., John 
M. Strong, minister. 


January 3— 

First Church, Azusa, Calif., Paul 
E. Farrell, minister. 

First Church, Kent, Ohio, Clifford 
B. Thomas, minister. 

First Church, Hot Springs, Ark., 
Robert A. Fudge, minister. 


January 4— 

First Church, Paris, Mo., Donald 
Arther, minister. 

Hood Memorial Church, Dunn, N. 
C., John H. Gardner, minister. 

First Church, Hayward, Calif., Al- 
lan B. McDiarmid, minister. 


January 5— 

First Church, LaPorte, Ind., Elmer 
C. Johnston, minister. 

First Church, Pendleton, Ind., W. 
S. Knight, Jr., minister. 


January 6— 

Trinity Church, Dallas, Texas, Rob- 
ert D. Chambless, minister. 

First Church, Antioch, Calif., 
Richard Osburn, minister. 

First Church, Savannah, Ga., 
James L. Hooten, minister. 

First Church, Aiken, S. C., Ira D. 
Crewdson, minister. 

First Church, Mesa, Ariz., George 
L. Phearson, minister. 

Kellogg Church, Kellogg, Iowa, 
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Charles H. Fry, minister. 
January 7— 
Bethany Park Church, Rantoul, 
Ill., Robert C. Walker, minister. 
First Church, Shenandoah, Va., 
Carl L. Howard, minister. 


Fifty-Three Disciples 
Attend U. N. Sessions 


NEw YorK CiTty—Fifty-three min- 
isters, students and lay members 
of Christian churches (Disciples of 
Christ) recently heard about un- 
ceasing world tensions, aspirations 
to full freedom by many peoples 
and increasing usefulness of the 
United Nations. 

The 53 were here attending UN 
General Assembly sessions, UN 
Council and committee sessions and 
visiting the UN center and the new 
Inter-Church Center. It was all a 
part of the 15th annual UN Semi- 
nar for the Christian churches, held 
this year Dec. 5-8. 

Functions of the UN “as an im- 
perfect but very necessary instru- 
ment” were described by John In- 
man, of the Church Peace Union, 
New York City. 

Delegates witnessed the election 
of Felix Schneider as UN High 
Commissioner. They got a sample 
of an anti-Western bloc treatment 
of much-condemned colonialism by 
Guatemala, Sudan and Nepal. 

Dr. George M. Houser, executive 
director of the American Commit- 
tee on Africa, said that observers 
expected four new _ independent 
states to emerge in Africa during 
1960. Instead, there have been 17. 
A year ago there were nine Afri- 
can countries in the UN; now there 
are 25 (not counting Mauritania). 

“There are at least four great 
dynamic factors in Africa,” Dr. 
Houser noted. 

He cited dynamics in the desire 
to be free, in the yearning for eco- 
nomic equality (with Europeans 
living in Africa), in a struggle to 
find and develop a cultural identity 
and in the urgency for racial equal- 
ity. 

“The only possibility for peace is 
through a strengthened UN role so 
that the power vacuum will be tem- 
porarily filled in Congo,” Dr. Houser 
said in addressing the group at- 
tending the seminar as it met one 
evening at the Park Avenue Chris- 
tian Church. 

Additional speakers included Dr. 
Samuel Guy Inman, on Latin Amer- 
ica; John T. Birkhead, on the UN 
emergency forces; Charles Hogan, 
on UN economic development pro- 
grams; Miguel A. Marin of Mexico, 
on UN mediation program; Ambas- 
sador Belaunda of Peru; Ronald 








Morse, World Health Organization; 
and Dr. James H. Robinson, New 
York City, on Operation Crossroads, 


THE GIFT 


A typical African pastor may hold 
his entire library in one _ hand. 
Church women of America will ex- 
tend helping hands by publishing 
new books through Christian Books 
for Africa, a $75,000 special project 
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of 
the World Day of Prayer. 

Africa needs a million Christian 
books by African authors in African 
languages. The Church in Africa 
will do most of the work, and carry 
much of the expense. Ten dollars 
will subsidize fifty new books; 
$750.00 will underwrite a whole edi- 
tion of 5,000 books. The full proj- 
ect of $75,000.00 will make possible 
half a million books. This is what 
Africa asked for “with all possible 
speed.” 


CORRECTION 


It was erroneously reported on 
page 22 of the Dec. 11, 1960, issue 
of The Christian that Ernest D. 
Fritts was pastor of South Sixth 
Street Christian Church in Union 
City, Tenn. Mr. Fritts lives on South 
Sixth Street and the only Christian 
church in Union City is First Chris- 
tian. A reception held in the church 
honoring Mr. and Mrs. Fitts was not 
given by the church but was hosted 
by their two children. 


William H. Everton New NBA 
Representative in N. E. Area 


ROSENBERG, TEXAS—William H. 
Everton, minister of Central Chris- 
tian Church here, has been named 
as representative in the Northeast 
Area for the National Benevolent 
Association. A native of Ohio, he is 
a graduate of Transylvania and The 
College of the Bible, and in addi- 
tion to this pastorate has served 
Christian churches in Millersburg, 
Ky., and Marshall, Texas. 


Tour 
TO EGYPT AND THE HOLY LAND 
30 Days 
Departure: July 23, 1961 


Visit: Cairo, Luxor, To. Balbek, Damascus, 
Jerash, Ammon, Jericho, Jerusalem, Nablus, 
Hebron, Tel Aviv, Haifa, N Nazareth. 

See also: Athens, Rome, Paris. 
VIA AIR FRANCE 
Inclusive cost from New York to New York 
$1498.00 


For detailed brochure write to 


DR. E. ROBERT ANDRY (Tour Conductor) 
Butler — Indianapolis 7 


GRUENINGER TOURS State Teachers Bldg. 
150 W . Market Street 
1apolis, Indiana 
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lowa Churches Train 
For Christian Action 


Des MOINES, Iowa—Seventy-four 
persons from 27 Christian churches 
of this state gathered here at Glen 
Echo Christian Church on Nov. 6 to 
consider the church’s responsibility 
regarding the social issues of our 
day and how to go about meeting 
the needs which exist in the com- 
munity and the world. 


Discussion centered around the 
function and organization of the 
committee on Christian action and 
community service. Materials and 
resources available to this commit- 
tee from the related state and na- 
tional departments were given spe- 
cial attention. 

Thomas J. Griffin, director of 
church and community service of the 
national department of Christian 
action and community _ service, 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
served as resource person. 

Those who served as leaders for 
the program were: Mrs. McGill; W. 
T. Johnson, University Christian 
Church, Des Moines; J. R. Binkley, 
Jr., minister of Grant Park Church, 
Des Moines; Paul Becker, Glen Echo 


Christian Church, Des Moines; Laird 
Thomason, student at Drake Univer- 
sity who spent several weeks last 
summer in a work camp in Den- 
mark; William A. Knight, minister 
of Highland Park Church, Des 
Moines; Dr. Edwin Becker, professor 
at The Divinity School of Drake 
University, and Stanley Hunt, min- 
ister of The Altoona Christian 
Church. 

Churches represented were: Al- 
bia, Altoona, Ames, Bloomfield, 
Boone, Burlington, Cedar Falls, Cres- 
ton; and Capitol Hill, Glen Echo, 
Grant Park, Highland Park, Park 
Avenue, University, and Wakonda, 
all of Des Moines; Galesburg, 


se wn Middle East 


and Holy Land with a Maupintour group. 


Follow the historic route from Rome to Egypt, 
Luxor, Lebanon, Baalbek, Syria, Damascus, the 
caravan trail to Amman, Dead Sea, Jericho, 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Israel, Nazareth, Galilee, 
Athens, and Corinth. Greek Isle Cruise, Scan- 
dinavian, Europe, and Russian extensions. 
Monthly departures via Sabena Jet. $1597 
complete from New York. Write Harriet-Louise 
H. Patterson, tour planner, for folders. 56 page 
brochure describing Western and Eastern Europe, 
and World tours also available. 


Maupintour 


Middle East Tour Specialists 
1236 Massachusetts Street, Lawrence, Kansas 
New York / Washington / San Francisco / Brussels 








An exciting, fictionalized account of 
the life of Alexander Campbell 


THE FOOL OF GOD 


by Louis Cochran 


Brotherhood News 


Granger, Hampton, Jefferson, Max- 
well, Mitchellville, Morgan Valley, 
Newton, Sac City, Sloan, Waterloo, 
and Winterset. 





' 
Worship ros Handbook 
materials i= 
for every —— asst 
occasion —~ _phristensel 


A unique anthology to help 
the busy pastor meet his myriad 
obligations at a Civic 
luncheon, an interdenomina- 
tional rally, a home dedication, 
school assembly, deathbed. Here 
are public and private prayers, 
benedictions, blessings, invoca- 
tions, Scripture readings and 
meditations for every use. Ar- 
ranged for ready reference, a 
versatile pastors’ handbook. 
$2.50 


Also by James L. Christensen: 
FUNERAL SERVICES $2.50 


At your bookstore 
| a, FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


Alexander Campbell’s exeiting and inspiring life is told in an 
engrossing work of fiction based solidly on fact. 


In the words of the author, ‘‘The story does not presume to be 


a study of Campbell’s reli 
movement to re-establish 


ious thinking, or an account of the 
istian unity. 


... » It is, rather, 


the portrait of a man whose heart embraced all Christians as 
brothers; whose mind was open to all truth; whose eyes had 
seen the vision of the coming of one church.’’ 


Now available in Bethany Press’ new ABBOTT paperbound edition _ 10F451, $1.95 
cia Serene bales ueicsa, Se 490 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


JANUARY 1, 1961 


Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Boy Scout 


God and Country 


Awards 


GULFGATE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Houston, Texas, 
was the scene of a special service when the min- 
ister, John G. Wallenburg, presented the nn 
Scout God and Country award to Eagle Scout 
aay Sellers. Robert Ochiltree, Jr. (right), also 
an Eagle igre escorted Scout Sellers to the 
chancel for the service. The church sponsors 
a full scouting program owed youth of the com- 








Whom Shall I Send? 


(Continued from page 8.) 


others experienced similar transfor- 
mations. Each century has had a 
few like these. The tomorrows also 
demand men of complete, unre- 
served, utter dedication to God and 
to His Kingdom. 

Finally, the men who will initiate 
the spiritual renaissance of the 
Sixties must be men of God through 
actual identity with Him. It is not 
enough to worship God, although to 
a Christian it is natural and essential. 
Jesus said, when he was tempted, 
“You shall worship the Lord your 
God .. .” (Matthew 4:10), but no 
place is it suggested that this is 
the closest relationship. 

Nor is it sufficient to keep his 
commandments. In John’s first 
epistle he rebukes those who dis- 
obey God’s dictates. They should be 
kept, but this is not to know him 
fully. 

Nor is it enough to yield to his 
will. This also we must do, but 
there is more. This is not man and 
God in perfect relationship. The 
finest example of yielding is Jesus 


as Thou wilt.” (Matthew 26:39) 
He made one of the noblest sur- 
renders of all time; but it was a 
yielding to another. There re- 
mained two spirits; two wills; mine 
and thine. It was not one wish. 
It was not the moment of his 
keenest sense of his identity with 
God. 

The Kingdom of Heaven which 
we seek is God and man in perfect 
relationship; complete identity; one 
will, one plan, one spirit, complete 
unity. 

This is what Jesus realized when 
he said, “And he who sees me sees 
Him who sent me” (John 13:45)— 
one, the same. And again, “. 
that you may know and understand 
that the Father is in me and I 
am in the Father,” (John 10:38)— 
one, inseparable. And finally, “I 
and the Father are one.” (John 
10:30) That is complete identity: 
one plan, one will, one spirit, God 
and man in perfect relationship. 
Then did he pray, “. . . that they 
may all be one even as Thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also be in us... .” (John 
17:21) Here he again affirms his 
complete identity with God and ex- 


In this oneness of God and man 
we will know that our decision is 
his mission, also, One and the same. 

With persons of high ability, who 
believe that their efforts are es- 
sential; who have faith, dedication, 
and are men of God; there may be 
a new Heaven and there will be a 
new earth, and the transformation 
will be hastened by this Decade of 
Decision; and in the fullness of 


time and effort, God will dwell with 
his universal 
forever. 


family forever and 


Say 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 


The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write = Bee Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’’ 

. Mich., Dept. CHE 





MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 





Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


in Gethsemane. When Jesus prayed, 


tends the possibility to us. This is 
“. . . nevertheless, not as I will, but 


the ultimate. 





creative help 
for church school teachers--- 






MAKE... 











4S 
PICTURE PACKETS wr RS 
Here’s good news for church school teachers 
. Picture Packets for making Christian learn- go*® mut als 
ing experiences fresh, interesting, different! 7) v 
Specially developed to aid teachers in present- s& 


reading ¢ 
ing Christian education material in unusual, & cards 


creative ways—Picture Packets may be used for 
children of all ages. 


Picture Packets are beautiful, full-color repro- 
ductions of original paintings by noted artists. 
There are 3 packets from which to choose: 2 
packets trace the life of Christ pictorially; one 
depicts scenes from the Old Testament: Each 
packet contains 16 pictures, about 4” x 5” in 
size, printed on large sheets of paper ready for 
your children to cut apart and use. 


And, making up ways to use Picture Packets 
eo is fun! Children love this challenge to their 
imaginations—understand more as they create 
many interesting projects. 


Whether you use graded or uniform lessons, 
you can add variety, creativity, active partici- 
pation in your class. Order Picture Packets. 
Use them any time children are gathered to- 
gether for Christian education. 


Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 





gifts 
Charts 


dozens more 


Kasha Gt 


Packet No. 1—Life of Jesus 

Packet No. 2—Old Testament 

Packet No. 38—Life of Jesus 
(all different) 50c each 
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Relax 


Pure Profit 


A bride-to-be showed a 
friend the list of wedding 
guests. 

“It’s strange that you’ve in- 
vited only married couples,” 
said her friend.* 

“Oh, that’s Jack’s idea,” was 
the reply. “He says that way 
all the presents will be 100 
per cent profit.” 


The world is becoming so 
crowded you have to go to see 
a psychiatrist to find a place 
to lie down. 


Saved Music 


The dog next door, with su- 
perphonic ear, 
Detects short sound waves 
I can’t hear; 
Then, not content to lose that 
lyric score, 


Transposes it to howls I 
can’t ignore. 


—PAUL ARMSTRONG 


When folks start rocketing 
into space 

They'll give bill collectors a 
race. 
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Ecumenical Institute 
Offers Study Courses 


New YorK City—The United 
States Conference for the World 
Council of Churches recently an- 
nounced here the 1961 program at 
The Ecumenical Institute at Cha- 
teau de Bossey, Celigny, Switzer- 
land. 

The Bossey conferences seek to 
provide an ecumenical encounter 
through worship, common Bible 
study and discussions on issues of 
common concern to challenge the 
participants to their responsibility 
for a reconciling ministry in the 
world. 

A course for missionaries and 
pastors titled “Religion and the 
Christian Life’ will be held June 
1-15. This study will include basic 
lectures on the problem of religion 
in general, as seen from a philoso- 
phical, phenomenological and theo- 
logical point of view, the study will 
turn to Christian encounter with 
particular Asian religions. 

Of special interest to lay people 
will be the course on “Africa in 
Our Midst,” scheduled to be held 
Aug. 16-26. This course is intended 
for laymen and women who are 
concerned with the problem of un- 
derstanding Christian responsibility 
for areas other than their own, to 
help such laymen to see the sig- 
nificance of Christian witness in 
the changing situation. 

Cost for the above courses will be 
about $3.00 per day and applications 
must be received not later than 
March 1, 1961. 

The tenth session of the Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies at 
Bossey will begin Oct. 1, 1961 and 
close Feb. 15, 1962. This course 
is open to all students who have 
a real desire and adequate qualifi- 
cations to enter into the problems 
of the ecumenical movement and 
want to prepare themselves for 
further ecumenical study and ac- 
tion in their ministry. Candidates 
must have completed three years of 
theological training or the equiva- 
lent standard of university studies 
and be competent to pursue a spe- 
cial course in ecumenics. Applica- 
tions must also be in by March 1. 

Full information about conditions 
of admission, fees, etc., for the first 
two courses listed above may be ob- 
tained by writing to: Miss Frances 
Maeda, secretary for Program, U.S. 
Conference for the World Council 
of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, N. Y. 

Theological students should send 
requests to: William E. Crews, In- 
terseminary Committee, National 
Student Christian Federation, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York 27, New 
York. 












@ The World Convention has. pre- 


pared a remarkable colored film- 
strip, containing 67 frames, to- 
gether with a be tet lecture, 
of the recent Edinburgh World 
Assembly. The price is only $5.00. 
When ordering, make check pay- 
able to the World Convention and 
mail your order to WorRLD COoN- 
VENTION, Interchurch Center— 
Room 448, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, N. Y. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 


70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 


nspiring thoughts and encour- 
agement for every day of the 


year are found in these 365 
meditations by the inimitable 
Halford Luccock. Complete 


with timely scripture references 
and appropriate prayers. Fresh 
and vital readings for personal 
240 pages, $2 


and group use. 





A New Halford Luccock book from 


Abingdon ‘Press 


THE CHRISTIAN 





Leadership Changes 


A. Lynn Robbins to Northside 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn., from pas- 
torate with First Church, Elizabeth 
City, N. C. 


P. R. Stevens to Countryside 
Church, Mission, Kan., as ad interim 
minister from similar work with the 
Christian Church, Mission, Tex. 

Bryon K. Rose to Park Place 
Church, Wichita Falls, Tex., from 
Memorial Church, Jacksboro, Tex. 

Lester A. Ringham to First 
Church, Gibson City, Ill., from First 
Church, Blue Mound, IIl. 

Traverce W. Harrison, Jr., to First 
Church, Rochester, Minn., from pas- 
torate at Stanhope, Iowa. 

Mrs. Albert L. Drew to Commu- 
nity Christian Church, Kansas City, 
Mo., as assistant director of Chris- 
tian education. 

Miss Arla Elston to First Church, 
Clarksville, Tenn., as minister of 
education and music. 


Byron F. Mayfield to First Church, 
Ontario, Calif., from Santa Ana, 
Calif. 

Nancy Livingston to East Main 
Street Church, Elwood, Ind., as as- 
sociate minister of Christian educa- 
tion. She is a student at Christian 
Theological Seminary. 

James D. Sill to teaching position 
at the college in Warrensburg, Mo., 
from pastorate at Central Church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Dean Breedlove to First Church, 
Beloit, Kan., from First Church, Lake 
Ozark, Mo. 

J. Raymond Fite to First Church, 
Waitsburg, Wash., from pastorate 
at Toppenish, Wash. 

R. Stephen Drane to Mayfield, Ky., 
as minister of Christian education 
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For every Lesson in 1961 you get 
the text in both KJ and RSV; ex- 
planation and application of the 
text, summary of each lesson, 
many teaching aids. 440 pages 


STILL $995 AT YOUR 


ONLY BOOKSTORE 


cA bingdon ‘Press 
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from Collierville, 
Church. 

Fred Langsdale to Memorial 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., as as- 
sistant minister.—Will Sessions. 

Mrs. Anne B. McNelly to First 
Church, Lawrenceville, Ill., as direc- 
tor of Christian education. Mrs. Mc- 
Nelly is the widow of the late David 
McNelly, director of the Department 
of Evangelism of The United Chris- 


Tenn., Christian 


















New volumes: 









j 4 new volumes 


LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


New doors to understanding the Bible open 
for you with the LAYMAN’S BIBLE COM- 
MENTARY. Now 9 volumes in the 25-volume 
series are ready for your use. 


All are written by outstanding interpreters 
of the Bible who know how to express eternal 
truths in today’s language. The LBC has no 
Greek, Hebrew, or technical terms—it is all 
helpful explanation of the text. Every volume 
is excellent for personal or group study. 
9—Psalms; 
Lamentations; 20—Acts of the Apostles; 25— 
1, 2, 3 John, Jude, Revelation. 


$2.00 each; 4 or more, $1.75; 
Boxed set of 4, $7.00; Boxed set, first 5, $8.75 


ask your bookseller 


Yi JOHN KNOX PRESS 


Brotherhood News 


tian Missionary Society. 

John B. Payne to Randolph-Macon 
College, Lynchburg, Va., as instruc- 
tor in Religion. 

James R. Monroe, Jr., to Country 
Club Church, Kansas City, Mo., as 
seminary intern for one year.—Will 
Sessions. 

David L. Boston to Shephard Park 
Church, Washington, D. C., from 
Philippi Church, Deltaville, Va. 





12—Jeremiah, 






more than 90,000... 
Acclaimed as a major contribution to 
Bible study, the first five volumes of the 
LBC were reprinted within eight months 
after publication. More than 90,000 copies 
have been sold. They have proved their 
worth as a clear, stimulating treatment of 


Colossians. 








Bec 


HRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


the Bible’s message for layman and minister bd 
alike. 4 
First 5 volumes: ]—Introduction to the es 


Bible; 2—Genesis; .14—Hosea through : 
Jonah; /8—Luke; 22—Galatians through 





Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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By Frank Johnson Pippin 





“The Moving Finger Writes...” 


N A SENSE everything is complete 

and final in itself. Take this mo- 
ment in which I am writing. It is 
a unique point in time. Nothing 
exactly like this moment ever hap- 
pened before and it will never 
come again in just the same way. 


It is late at night and the sleet 
outside is pelting the windows of 
my room. I turn over in my bed 
and lift a dozen slats of the venetian 
blind, and before me in the gray 
night lies a winter wonderland. I 
stare into the impenetrable distances 
and suddenly the wintry silences are 
punctuated by the crunch of feet 
breaking through the ice to find 
beneath a bank of snow. I hear 
someone whine away a yawn in the 
snug room next door. Then silence 
again, but for the pin-points tapping 
the glass panes. I lower the blinds 
against the cold and this moment 
is gone forever. 


There will be other moments in 
other winter nights but none like 
the moment that just ticked 
away into eternity. And the mood 
and spirit that move me to write 
these lines will not come again with 
the same hush and heart. These in- 
tangibles are points in time, com- 
plete and final in themselves... 


On the New Year’s Eve that 
brought in 1949 I walked to the 
Macon Union Station from my oldest 
brother’s house. The moment of 
midnight caught me unawares. The 
car horns, the factory whistles, and 
all the railroad engines on the sid- 
ings let out screams and blasts. A 
New Year was being born! I stopped 
cold in my tracks where my street 
was topping a hill. I uncovered my 
head and gazed up into the twinkling 
beauty of cold stars. There sat 
Orion; there lay Pleiades, and laced 
against the blue was the Big Dipper. 
Before I knew it I was out of this 
world. My feet no longer touched 
the earth. My spine began to tingle 
and ache, and tears came to my 
eyes. Transported by the magic of 
the moment, I found myself up there 
among my high-born kinsmen. I 





Mr. Pippin is pastor of Com- 
munity Christian Church, Kansas 
City, Missouri 
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remembered ages long and then 
made vows before their silver faces. 
Suddenly the magic moment passed; 
my last vow froze upon my lips, 
and I was on this planet again. 

Hat on head and feet on concerte, 
I walked with doubled strides to- 
ward the station, oblivious of noise 
and crowds. Crossing the East 
Macon bridge, I glanced down into 
the red waters of the old Ocmulgee 
river. It was moving with grace 
and speed toward the waiting sea. 
I stopped and listened: 


“The moving finger writes, 
And, having writ, moves on; 

Nor all your eloquence or wit 
Can call it back 

To cancel half a line, 
Nor all your tears 

Wash out one word of it.” 


Then I looked at the bare trees 
on either side. And the river spoke 
again as it moved between them: 


“The woods are lovely, dark and 
deep, 

But I have promises to keep; 

And miles to go before I sleep; 

And miles to go before I sleep.” 


(For New Year’s Eve) 
—Frank Johnson Pippin 
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NEW TAX 
ADVANTAGES 


make a GIFT ANNUITY basic 
in estate planning of our 
Church folk, without danger 
of loss-of-will contest or in- 


vestment problems. 


FOR INFORMATION write 


THE NATIONAL 
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 


OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 


16th Floor, Landreth Building 
St. Lovis 2, Mo. 
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Single Narrative 


The Christ of the Gospels. By 
William F. Beck. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. 227 pages. $3. 


Here is a fresh account of the 
Gospel story in a new translation 
issued by Concordia Publishing 
House. From the pen of William F. 
Beck, it is issued not as just an- 
other “Harmony of the Gospels” but 
the whole story in a single account. 

It is set up in modern typography, 
couched in clear, chaste and lucid 
modern English. This makes the 
story of the life of Christ move 
rapidly, without the old chapter and 
verse interruptions. 

While all the teachings of Jesus are 
given, there is none of the interpre- 
tive theology that one finds inter- 
spersed throughout the regular four 
Gospels. We miss the old familiar 
ideas of the original writers, but 
we gain a clear impression of the 
story of Christ nonetheless. This 
is a simple narrative of the Savior’s 
life. 

A chronology runs along the bot- 
tom of the page, and the places of 
the various events run in like man- 
ner along the opposite pages. One 
cannot doubt the metriculous schol- 
arship and the fine literary skill of 
the writer. As a translator he is 
precise, yet free in style. Old Tes- 
tament quotations are in_ italics, 
with a list of them given in the 
back of the book. There is also 
a complete collation of the gospel 
events in parallel columns for easy 
reference. 

If modern readers would like a 
single narrative of the life of Jesus 
in present-day English, this is it.— 
MARION ROWLEN. 


Psychology 


Psychology of Religion (Revised 
and Enlarged). By Paul E. Johnson. 
Abingdon Press. 291 pages. $5. 


Reading in the Psychology of 
Religion. Edited by Orlo Strunk, Jr. 
Abingdon Press. 273 pages. $4.50. 


The original of Paul Johnson’s 
work was published in 1945. Since 
then, the field of interpersonal 
psychology has developed and clar- 
ified so much that he felt a major 
revision was necessary. His de- 
clared aim is “to invite psychology 
to meet religion as ultimate con- 
cern, and religion to meet psychology 
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Books—+u Are What You Read” 


as one person seeking response from 
another.” 

Another volume in the field of 
psychology of religion is Orlo 
Strunk’s compilation of excerpted 
articles by authors ranging from 
Sigmund Freud, C. G. Jung, and 
Gordon Allport to Seward Hiltner, 
Rudolph Otto, Evelyn Underhill, E. 
S. Ames, George A. Coe, and Walter 
Houston Clark.—G. HUGH WILSON. 


Church School Lessons 1961 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 1961. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde 
Co. 444 pages. $2.95. 


Here is a complete teaching aid 
for all denominations. This 87th 
annual volume on the International 
Bible lessons contains introductory 
suggestions for teachers of ll 
grades, lesson plans and outlines, 
audio-visual materials, scripture ex- 
positions, a comprehensive index and 
a bibliography with suggestions for 
the teacher’s library. The printed 
scripture texts are from the Amer- 
ican Standard Version of the Bible. 
—R. E. B. 


Singing 
The Hymn and Congregational 


Singing. By James R. Sydnor. John 
Knox Press. 192 pages. $4.50. 


It is evident that considerable re- 
search and careful thinking is be- 
hind this very practical and useful 
book. Dr. Sydnor believes the 
greatest single musical contribution 
a leader can make to a church is the 
development of superior congrega- 
tional singing. In a very practical 
and non-technical way, he analyzes 
the factors which produce good con- 
gregational singing. 

Through hymn singing, Christians: 
(1) Express their feelings and ideas, 
(2) Proclaim their faith, (3) Bind 
themselves in closer fellowship, (4) 
Learn Christian truths, and (5) Are 
sustained in daily life. 

The minister and other church 
leaders are “musically responsible” to 
the church. Intelligent thought 
and planning should go into the 
musical program the same as other 
phases of church life. Consistency 
is essential, also. What a church 
teaches, preaches, and sings, should 
harmonize. 

I heartily recommend this book 
to church leaders interested in im- 
proving the musical personality of 
their church.—RICHARD E. BROowN. 








DISTINGUISHED 
DISCIPLES 


by A. T. DeGroot 


Lawrence G. Derthick 


HE most responsible post for 

public education in America is 
held by a distinguished Disciple, Dr. 
Lawrence G. Der- 
thick, who is the 
United States 
Commissioner of 
Education. 

A native of 
Kentucky, he was 
s born in a dormi- 
tory of Hazel 
Green Academy. 
His father, 86- 
year-old Henry 
J. Derthick, has 
been an educator 
and college president more than 
60 years. 

Commissioner Derthick, an on- 
the-go six-footer with a warm, con- 
tagious smile, embarked in educa- 
tion as first a teacher, then an ad- 
ministrator in Green County, Ten- 
nessee, then in Clarksville, Nash- 
ville, and Chattanooga, Tenn. In 
1948-49 he took leave of absence 
for 15 months to head the Educa- 
tion Branch, Office of Military Gov- 
ernment for Bavaria. To gain first- 
hand information on the organiza- 
tion and operation of Soviet schools 
and colleges Dr. Derthick directed 
a United States mission of ten edu- 
cational leaders on a_ 7,000-mile 
tour throughout the Soviet Union 
in 1958. 

The commissioner has_ crossed 
and criss-crossed the United States 
to speak to educational groups. He 
takes time, however, to serve his 
brotherhood of churches. He is a 
director of the Christian Board of 
Publication. 

His philosophy of education he 
has stated as follows: “The federal 
contribution in the total endeavor 
for education should be leadership 
without dominion and _ assistance 
without interference. Control of 
education rests with the states and 
communities, and should remain 
there.” 


A full set of colored slides to- 
gether with script are available for 
rental from Dr. DeGroot, Brite Col- 
lege of the Bible, Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we 
are pleased to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ 
| Hospitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a 
| week from your first day in the hospital and will con- 
tinue paying as long as you are there—even for life! 

If you do not drink and carry ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are helping pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is our 
nation’s #3 health problem immediately behind heart 
disease and cancer! People who drink have reduced 
resistance to infection, are sick more often, and are sick 
longer than persons who do not drink. Why should 
you help pay for their hospitalization? 

For the first time, you can receive the newest, most 
modern hospitalization coverage at unbelieveably low 
rates because Gold Star Hospitalization is offered only 
to non-drinkers. With this plan you receive $100 a 
week from your first day in the hospital and $100 a 
week as long an you remain in the hospital! You are 
paid in cash and may use the money for rent, food, 
hospital, or doctor bills—anything you wish. Your 
policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter 
how long you remain in the hospital or how often you 


Outstanding Leaders say— 


DR. RALPH W. SOCKMAN, minister, 
Christ Church, New York City; noted Meth- 
odist leader, author: “I recently heard about 
the Gold Star Plan and think it is something 
that has been needed for a long time. It only 
seems fair and just that some such plan should 
be put into operation so that those who do 
not drink should not be penalized for those 
who do.” 





DR. DANIEL A. POLING, noted minister 
and editor of The Christian Herald: ‘The 
advantages of a hospital plan which is avail- 
able to non-drinkers only are obvious. The 
lower rate is made possible because you are 
not paying the bills for the illnesses and 
accidents of those who use alcohol.” 





DR. CARADINE HOOTON, executive sec- 
retary, General Board of Temperance, The 
Methodist Church: “The non-drinker, being 
a better insurance risk, should be entitled to 
a better insurance rate on his policy. I want 
to congratulate you on bringing this low-cost 
insurance to total abstainers.” 





DR. ROSS J. GRIFFETH, president, North- 
west Christian College: “I am heartily in 
favor of any movement that will help to re- 
duce the consumption of alcoholic beverages 
and enhance the awards that come to those 
who are total abstaincrs.” 





PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DA\; | 
NO WAITING PERIODS! 


| 





are sick. And the present low rate on your policy can 
never be raised simply because you get old or have 
too many claims. It can only be raised in the event 


of a general rate adjustment up, or down, for all © e. 
policyholders! : was ¢ 

One out of every seven people will spend time in a — - 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter ,,,:;. 
a hospital—32,000 for the first time! No one knows _ reir 
if his turn will be next. But we do know that a fall | °°” 
on the stairs in your home, a sudden illness, or an Thank 
operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or ; = 
months and could cost thousands of dollars. Swiss 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hos- | prom 
pital with costly doctor bills and expensive drugs and) suran 
medicines? Many lose cars, savings, homes, and are ms. 
sunk hopelessly in debt for the rest of their lives. We {*! 
surely hope this won't happen to you, but please don’t ; 
gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you it is) 
your turn to enter the hospital, it is too late to buy | wa 
coverage at any price. 


THE GOLD STAR PLAN MAKES IT EASY! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, you will 
receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain in the hos- 
pital. Even if you are already covered by another policy, the Gold 
Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and pay in addition to your 
present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month for each 
adult age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. For each 
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child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month's protection. And for es 
each adult age 65 through 100, the premium is only $6 a month. t 
en 

' 

er 


Money-Back Guarantee HY 0: 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will : Fol 
call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. cov 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your \ pre 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. of 
Make sure it provides exactly what we've told you it does. Jy cov 


Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis. 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
fs cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, 
7 with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything : 
to gain and nothing to lose! ; | 
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THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 


World Mutual has been operating since 1920 and has earned an | 
enviable record of honesty, integrity, and dependability. By special © 
arrangement with DeMoss Associates, World Mutual has underwritten © 
this Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy. ' 


This plan offered exclusively by 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
‘Special Hospital-Medical Plans for Special People” 












‘an for Non-Drinkers Only! 





































Ar LIFE to readers of THE CHRISTIAN 
| NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 


“a For Proof of Service and 
ont Reliability, Read These Letters: ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 


all > Mrs. N. L. Kolb, Rochester, New York—‘‘l am most grateful for the 


hospitalization | received through the DeMoss service to non-drinkers, It Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
| was the only insurance | found covering my age of 86 years. Almost ; 
) before the ink was dry on the policy, | fell, cracked a bone in my leg, Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one 
| G7) and received payment for every day | was in the hospital.” eye. 
ter © “ 
' Nellie Fay Parker, Denver Colorado—‘‘! am glad to inform you that | 
ws | received my benefits from your company and | was completely pleased in Pays $6,000 = for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both 
| every way.” eet. 
all © 2 
Maude L. Armstrong, Los Angeles, California—‘‘The check came today. Pays double th b 
GM — Thanks so much. You are indeed very loyal. in my 81 years these are ¥ t - ; aaa (up to $12,000) for specified 
| the first checks for illness 1 have ever drawn or ever needed, and | am rave! accidents 
or) more than satisfied. Thank you for your courtesy and promptness.”’ 
} Miss Mildred L. Faulkner, Barrington, Ilinois—‘‘Thank you so much for the 
9S- | prompt settlement of the claim we filed. You are not only prompt in 
' 
: 


settlement but very considerate also. 1 would highly recommend your in- 
nd surance to my friends. Thank you again.’’ 


od fesete sve, Sonn, meseenet die tale RUSH COUPON NOW 


Ne > for which | thank you. Am pleased with your service—Your policy for 7 O iN 5 S T " ' yj O 1 R p R re) T ‘ Cc T fe) N 


the senior citizens is very reasonable.’’ 


% @ 
nt ' Mrs. Grace Giloy, Neillsville, Wisconsin—‘‘! received the cash settlement 





































half the designated pre- 
mium for half benefits 
($50. per week) 


i for my claim, and want to thank you sincerely for same. Every cent was 
a paid — to — ne <= , one payment policy — | APPLICATION TO | 
) | was stricken, and you paid up immediately with no questions asked—| 
’ heartily recommend this policy to anyone.” | World Mutual Health k Accident Ins. (o. of Pease. 
: My nome is 
yi | CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: ein tia was | 
a : @ Guaranteed renewable. @ immediate coverage! | ; | 
will | = =(Only YOU can cancel) Full benefits go into oy tee wee —- 
NOs @Good in any hospital effect noon of the day | Date of Birth: Month ial nic NI nescence | 
rold : anywhere in the world! your policy is issued. | a | 
four My occupotion is Snbiintreiianintininnnniaeillatitiia 
@ Pays in addition to any @ No limit on the number | ae | 
ach other hospital insurance of times you can collect. | My beneficiery i¢ — | 
ai ; you may carry. | alee hereby apply fer coverage fer the members of my fomily listed below: 
, ; : : @ Pays from the very first | | 
for © All benefits paid directly day in the hospital [ ee ) 
is to you in cash! | | 
®No health examination ®@ No — fees or enroll- | | 
necessary. ment fees! | | 
@ No automatic age termi- @ Ten-day money-back | | 
nation. guarantee! | Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either eccident or iliness or have you or | 
j they had medica! advice or eT or “= you or they been advised to heve @ surgice! eperation | 
f in the last five yeors? . 
Only conditions not covered: H 10, give detoils stoting covse, date, nome ond oddress of attending physicion ond whether fuly 
; Following are the only conditions this policy does not | recovered | 
cover: Pregnancy, childbirth or miscarriage; any act of war; 
pre-existing conditions; or hospitalization caused by use | | 
of alcoholic beverages or narcotics. Everything else IS | 1 hereby cortity thet neither | ner eny member ebove listed vee clcohelic beverages end | hereby apply | 
covered! | te the World Mutvel Health ond Accident ins. Co. of Penna. for @ policy based on the understonding | 
Sew et tts enti & ates tte ten and that | 
the policy is issued solely end entirely in re @ upon written onswers to the foregoing questions. 
| On Oe oe 6. Se ee OR ER 
\ ' Xa | ln which publication did you see this offer? | 
| HERE’S ALL YOU DO: | 
¢ e | cg 1 am enclosing the | 
- r a | ARE amount circled on the left | 
9% Fill out application at right. fon he ig 
Enclose in an envelope with q THE 7) 1 om enctosing twice | 
“| gies cee ae GOL Ese 3. | 30.] SS | 
cial | @) Mail to DeMoss Associates, | GOLD | owt der orn Po _ | pnweat | 
tten O01: | 
am enclosing one- 
| 


Valley Forge, Pa. ' STAR 
oi 


_ YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 


| man THIS 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. & appurcation a) DE in ASSOCIATES omen 
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A 
Practiced 
Eye 

In 
Church 


Expansion 


The Board of Church Ex- 
tension’s viewpoint that a 
church building program is far 
more comprehensive than a set 
of plans and a mortgage has 
made it unique in the field of 
church expansion. It sees the 
complete program from the 
moment of recognized need to 
the functioning structure. 


Behind this viewpoint is 77 
years of experience and skill, 
refined and offered to Christian 
Churches through the follow- 
ing specific services: 


General Counseling 
Architectural Counseling 
Fund-Raising 

Savings 

Loans 


Certificate-Loan Financing 


Insure the success of your 
church's building or remodeling 
project by writing for Church 
Extension’s services. Address 
inquiries to 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Ave. 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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"The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


No Mere Coincidence 


Editor, The Christian: 


I would like to answer the letter 
of Michael McGinnis in which he 
called the exposure of the Com- 
munists in the National Council of 
Churches a “smear.” (The Chris- 
tian, July 24, 1960.) 

All intelligent, thinking people 
who are acquainted with the sub- 
versive records of some of the offi- 
cials in the National Council, know 
there are too many of them to be 
mere coincidence, as Mr. McGinnis 
implies. There is documented proof 
available as to the associations of 
many of these men with Commu- 
nist-front activities. 

. .. I hope this letter will be pub- 
lished in its entirety, because I 
know in my beloved country there 
are many people who have been 
duped into going along with Com- 
munists and fellow-travelers. They 
must “come out from among them.” 
In so doing they will not be popu- 
lar, but for their country and their 
immortal souls they can do no less. 
As Christians and patriots they can- 
not work with people who work 
against America and who stand for 
the same things the Communists 
advocate. And they cannot dismiss 
the mass of evidence against the 
National Council as a “few abstract 
facts,” as Mr. McGinnis terms these 
documented records.—Mrs. A, Rus- 
SELL DURHAM, Belton, Texas. 


Editors Comment: Our own in- 
formation is to the contrary, as we 
have made clear many times. 


Bible Teaching 
Editor, The Christian: 

My wife and I enjoy your weekly 
paper. 

May we express our hearty en- 
dorsement of Mr. McKinney’s let- 
ter? (The Christian, Sept. 18, 1960, 
page 30.) We earnestly believe that 
the use of church property for the 
purpose of raising money is con- 
trary to Bible teaching and Chris- 
tian principles. ... 

If the same time spent on church 
rummage sales, cake sales (often 
inferior quality) and similar activi- 
ties was spent on prayerful solicita- 
tion of souls, the emphasis would 
be in the proper direction. Our 
progress in saving souls would be 
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—Alexander Campbell 


Letters... 


more in line with the Father’s 
wishes, committed Christians would 
give joyfully of their material pos- 
sessions and Christ’s kingdom 
would be promoted on this earth.— 
Maynarp E. HALL, Findlay, Ohio. 


A Serious Evaluation 
Editor, The Christian: 


At our recent International Con- 
vention in Louisville, Kentucky, I 
watched with great interest the 
daily deliberations of the Commit- 
tee on Recommendations. Strange- 
ly, the whole committee equaled 
less than the sum of all its parts. 
From individuals of ability and dis- 
cernment came approval of resolu- 
tions containing inadequate English, 
illogical format, and illegal and 
inoperative clauses. 

Emotions of the moment seemed 
to overshadow consistency. While 
vigorously and dogmatically assert- 
ing detailed social theory in the 
area of race relations, the com- 
mittee timidly and apologetically 
touched upon the evils of porno- 
graphic literature. 

Participation in the committee re- 
quires sacrifice and patience and 
merits recognition. The importance 
of such labor calls for serious eval- 
uation. The following suggestions 
are offered: 


1. The basic nature of a resolu- 
tion be respected as to style and 
content. 

2. Proposed resolutions be mailed 
to committee members sufficiently 
in advance for detailed analysis and 
evaluation. 

3. Proposed resolutions be care- 
fully considered as to legality and 
propriety. 

4. The committee contain or have 
available representatives of the 
major professions to give factual 
assistance. 

5. A time schedule be made pub- 
lic to permit interested parties to 
attend discussions on _ particular 
resolutions. 

6. Printing equipment be avail- 
able to keep the committee abreast 
of changes and corrections in reso- 
lutions. 

7. Prayerful consideration be 
given as to the effect that each 
resolution may have upon all our 
congregations and the general pub- 
lic—H. EUGENE JOHNSON, Tampa, 
Florida. 


Gap of Understanding 
Editor, The Christian: 


Why does a young man dedicated 
to the teachings of Jesus Christ 
suddenly decide to leave the min- 
istry? Why does a well-educated, 
intelligent minister leave the broth- 
erhood to preach in another de- 
nomination entirely? 

In our brotherhood, there is really 
very little for our ministers. They 
are never on solid ground and take 
a chance of being “here today, gone 
tomorrow.” The general board and 
the elders have the authority to dis- 
miss a minister, with the congre- 
gation having virtually no say. 

Because of the terrible gap of 
understanding between a minister 
and the laymen of a church, it 
doesn’t seem fair that a minority 
group should be allowed to dictate 
to a preacher and even go so far 
as to tell him how and what to 
preach. There is a terrible need 
in our church, a need to protect 
our ministers from most laymen 
who could never realize the real 
dedication of a minister... . 

I grew up in the Christian Church 
and have loved its doctrine, the 
Bible, its ministers, the people in 
the three churches to which I have 
belonged. But frankly I’m losing 
faith in my church because of its 
seeming disinterest in the welfare 
of its ministers. As has been said, 
“Pray for your minister, for he is 
the only member of the church who 
has no minister.” How true. And, 
he has no minister outside his 
church, no one to whom he can 
turn when problems of his church 
overwhelm him. He stands alone, 
always, and this is not fair. 

Our brotherhood is comparatively 
new, and small, and will remain so 
unless a man chosen to lead can be 
given a reason for becoming a min- 
ister of the Disciples of Christ.— 
A. G. Harris, Houston, Texas. 


Increasingly Popular 
Editor, The Christian: 


I believe that your publication is 
becoming increasingly popular in 
our congregation. Articles are be- 
ing called to my attention (I, too, 
am one of your readers) and quotes 
are appearing in group meetings.— 
EpwaRD BARTUNEK, Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio. 
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Prayer istthe soul of religion’ 


“Prayer is the-seul. of -zelivion. 


. . Failure in prayer is the José ‘of 


religion vitself-im-irsAaward and dynamic aspect of fellowship svith: the 
Eremal. Onlya-cheoteti¢al deity is left to any man who has ceased ‘to; 
commune wittGod":*. . ” Harry Emerson Fosdick, The Meaning of 


é 


Prayer “ 
We offer the following’ 


books on ptayer to help make your religious life 


more meaningful and tohelp establish. better.communion with\God~.) 5 


THE MEANING OF PRAYER $y-Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. inthis study-Dr. Fosdick 
shows‘ the .xéality and)power of prayer. Be 
lieving that prayer is the soul of religié, 
he .answers, many. quéstions* of. the, -hofest 
doubter.. 10M168, $2:00 


PRAYER by George A. Butitick; Examines 


our présent world and the search for the 


essential experience of . prayer; shows: the 
enrichment which prayer brings, and- gives 
specific. guidance on how. to’ pray. otb- 


sro 0P239, $3.50; Paperbound; 10P459, 


PRAYER—The* Mightiest’ Forcedn’ , the 


World—by Frank, C. Laubach. »On¢ of the 
great_missionaries.of Our age givesia moving: 


fecord of his faith in prayer, Kis smanhet ahd 


méthod of ‘prayet; and his exulunt. behéf 
that prabes not only can save the world, ‘but 


will. “10P249, $1.00 


PRAYER POWER=Living “thé “Lord’s 
Prayer—by Donald Earle Lewis,< Using as 
its model the Prayer Perfect, this concise and 
comprehensive -volume develops* the ‘possi- 
bilities“and resources of prayer. to add’ power 
to the life of an. individual. -10P6267 $1.50 


ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE THROUGH 
PRAYER: 6y Charles L. Alien: Discusses’ the 
reasons for prayiiig; what to pray for +o. re- 
ceive God's power, and many more ‘questions 
concerhing prayer. 10A325, $200 


AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PRAYER: 6, 
Albert E. Day. One man’s discovery of the 
gseditys worth and power of prayer. 10A174, 
$2.50 


ALL THE PRAYERS OF THE ‘BIBLE 5). 


Herbert Lockyer. Analyzes what each 
of. the Bible says concerning prayer and-its 


role ‘in human life and history. 10A366, 
$3.95 


A» BOOK: OF EVERYDAY PRAYERS «by 
William Barclay. Prayérs for morning and 
evening, - for special days and * Occasions, 
10B418, $2:50 


PRAYER $y Olive: Wyon. Emphasizes, the 
impoftance of often listening, “rai than 
speaking, when we pray, and explaims why and 
how we should pray. 10P655, $1.00 


om, 


AME DAILY PRAYER 6) /F: By Meyer. > 


prayer for each day nt: the’ ear’ 


TOME $100 ee ONES, 


HOW TO PRAY 6) KirbjyPabe. fxplaiig 
how to discover “for yoursélf. Jesus’ source» 
of power. 10H228; $50 Gh, 


GRACES AND PRAYERS ‘by: Jobe Lewi# 
Sandlin. More than 100 ‘prayers for: daily 
life and special occasions, and nearly 200 
table-.graces* for mornifig. and evening, for 
We and special oceasiens. ‘10G580, 


PRAYING: How, When, Wher; “Why. by 


Muriel Lester. Focused sharply-on™-baman’ > 
inadeghaties in the prayer experi this 


book is fot all who desire gr 


0 eater, fu . 
“in the-simple art of praying. 10P644, $1,00 


THE .APRON-POCKET BOOK. “of MEDI- 
TATION and PRAYER Gompiled by” 
Margaret H. — and Helen sG+ ae 
A et book of prayers, quotations 

meditations to enrich, deepen and ‘strengthen 
at restful. moments throughpot; ‘the~ day, 
104332, $1.50 : 


CHURCH SCHOOL PRAYERS.by- Marjory 
Louise Bracher. For use Lnehaie School. :: 
superintendents, teachers or (dtiyoge: called 
upon to-lead children in prayer; — 10C502, 
$1.25 


From Bethany Press 


THE LAYMAN LEARNS TO PRAY by 
Lloyd Vi Channels. Describes “man’s need 
for prayer, and>how man must rstand 
the nature of the One to whom.Re prays. 

for -all Christians, thie 39 


. 
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PRAYER IN THE.2 


i helpful for thedfi@xpérietics 


make prayer 
10P529, $1.75 


order from eee 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION Box 178, St. Le ‘ 


i555 
Moods ee 
ba TO ERS 








